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PREFACE.

e —

AMOVABLE column having been ordered to assemble at
Abbottabad the following report on the Kaghan valley
and the independent territory adjoining it has been compiled
in anticipation of the column being required to take the field.

INTELLIGENCE BRANCH;} A. H. M.

Simla, 15t April 1895. G. H. M-M.

. 19 of 1895 .
I. B, Dlary No. North-West Frontier
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REPORT
ON
KAGHAN
AND
ADJOINING INDEPENDENT TERRITORY,
INCLUDING

ALLAI KOHISTAN AND SHINAKA
(DARDISTAN).

CHAPTER L.
KAGHAN,

Kaghan is a mountain valley forming the northernmost part of
the Hazara district. It commences a short distance from the Swati
town of Balaknt, at a point about 50 miles due north from Murree ; and
ruas in a north-easterly direction for more than 60 miles. Its breadth
is generally about 20 miles. Its area is estimated to be 800 square
miles, or about one-third of the whole Hazara district. It is bounded
on the south by Thana Balakot, district Ilazara; east, by Kashmir
territory ; north, by Chilas; and on the west, by independent terri-
tory (Kohistan and Allai). In its physical features it consists of the
inner slopes of two parallel mountain ranges, clad with perpetual snow
and ranging in height from 12,000 feet at the south entrance of the
valley to 15,000 feet at its northernmost head. The drainage of these
ranges {orms the river Kunhar or Nainsukh, a wild, foaming snow-
torrent, which joins the Kishan Ganga 30 miles south of the Kaghan
glen, and the Jhelum river further down. In the northern half of
the glen no cultivation is possible. Inthe southern half the lower part
of the mountain sides near the banks of the Kunhar are cultivated.
The chief crop is Indian-corn, sown in March and reaped in October.
But the cultivation is sparse, only aggregating 24 per cent. of the
total area of the glen, and is of little value.

The upper slopes of the mountains on each side of the Kunhar in
the southern half of the glen, as well as the mountain slopes of the
northern half, are very valuable for pasture; and large numbers of
sheep and buffaloes, as well as some small horses, are annually driven
there to graze in the summer months. The greater part of the valley
is beyond the influence of the autumnal rains, which fall so heavily
on the outer Himalayas ; but snow falls deeply throughout the valley
in the winter months, and it is owing to the late period in summer at
which this melts on the northern part of the valley that that portion
is not cultivated.

The population is said to be 22,000; but in the winter months
(November to April) the upper part of the valley is entirely unin-
habited. The population consists of Saiads and Gujars. The Gujars
are a quiet, inoffensive race, and are the cultivators and headmen of
the valley. The Saiads are the proprietois. They are not warlike,

I
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and their character is indifferent. They are much involved in debt,—
lazy, inclined to intrigue, and on bad terms with each other. At the
same time they have great influence in the valley,; and whatever is
dore in so remote and wild a tract must be done through them, or
not at all. 'There are no police stations in the valley.

The hillsides in parts are clothed with small deodar forests ; and
inferior pines and other trees grow in large numbers. Large quan-
tities of g/7 are annually exported from the valley ; the demand for
this article being so great that the traders of Hazara and Rawal
Pindi themselves seek out the Gujars in the glen.

The scenery of Kaghan is picturesque in the extreme. There are
three small lakes at the head of the valley :—Saiful-maluk Sar, about
half a mile long by 500 yards broad, 10,718 feet above the sea-level ;
Lulu Sar, an irregular crescent-shaped lake, 11,166 feet above the sea-
level, of which the total length is about a mile and-a-half with an
average breadth of 300 yards; Dudibat Sar, a circular lake about half
a mile in diameter, the height of which above sea-level is not on
record, but is probably greater than either of the preceding. The
grand mountains which surround these lakes, the deep blue of
their waters, and the impressive solitude of the locality, form worthy
attractions for lovers of becautiful scenery. DBut other value they
have none : their waters are too cold for fish to live in them, and the
shepherds of Kaghan have no occasion to put boats on them.

The Kunhar river, as mentinned above, drains the Kaghan valley.
From its source at the head of the Kaghan glen to its junction with
the Jhelum at Pattan it is about 100 miles long. Its bed is narrow,
rocky and as far as Balakot tortuous. Up to this point its torrent is
so fierce that nothing can live in it. At Balakot, Bela, Jared,
Kaghan and a few other places there are light wooden bridges by
which the Kunhar stream is crossed. Rope suspension bridges
(the local name for which is teddal) are also used. They are made
ol the twigs of witch hazel called piskor in Kaghan. The construc-
tinn of these bridges is very simple, and they are easily made by the
gamindars. They ordinarily last a year.

The description of the road from Abbottabad to Chilas and Bunji
vid Balakot and the Babusar pass will be found at the end of this
report (see Route No. I).

The above account of the [{aghan valley may be supplemented
by the following extracts from a report furnished by Lieutenant-
Colouel J. B. Hutchinson, who was on special duty in Kaghan during
the summer of 1893. The report is dated the 14th November 1893 :—

‘“ The Kaghan valley may be described as the valley of the
Kunhar river from Balakot to the ridge. of hills which divides the

most northerly boundary of Dritish India from Kohistan and Chilas.

“ This wedge of the Hazara district is shown on the map as about
70 miles in length and 20 in width. On the west the valley is
separated from the Allai and Kohistani territories by a range of
mountains {rom 15,000 to 17,000 feet, and a similar range separates it
from Kashmir on the east, The river Kunhar takes its rise in the
Lulu Sar lake and runs down the centre of the valley, winding round
the spurs of the bhills which run down from the watershed on either
side. The road for the most part follows the tortuous course of the
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river : sometimes it is quite close to the water cedge, and sometimes
yasses over the lower parts of the spurs so as to avoid precipitous
cliffis. The river, which is unfordable throughout its course auring
the summer months, is fed by numerous streams from both sides.

 The following is a list of the villages through the boundaries of
which the road passes:—

No. Names of villages. Proprictors.
1 | Sangar ... ... | Madh Khel.
2 | Ghanul .., ... | Shamangi and Buragi.
3 | Kuwai ... s vee e | Sailads.
4 { Paras ... vee Do.
5 | Bhunja .., e oo ... | Swatis.
6 | Jared .. ... | Deo.
7 | Maour .. .| Do,
8 | Phagal ... e . ... | Saiads and Swatis.
9 | Kaghan ... ... | Saiads.

‘“ Most of these villages have outlying hamlets, sometimes situated a

long distance_ off. Allthe hamletsabove Kaghan belong to that village.
“ Burawai, which is shown by Captain Beley to be 9,340 fect
above the level of the sea, is the highest point in the valley which is
inhabited all the year round. At this place there is a little cultiva-
tion, but barley is the only crop grown there. The valley is thickly
wooded throughout up to Burawai; above that place the trees are
few and far between, but there is an ample supply for all purposes
up to Basal. * Firewood is to be found lying about on all the slopes
of the hills and in the streams which fall'into the river. From Basal
the road runs round the Lulu Sar lake and along the- Gittidas stream
up to the top of the valley. From Basal tothe pass there are no trees,
but fuel may be obtained from the stunted juniper which grows on
the hills there, and from a kind of root which is found throughout the
area known as Gittidas. These roots look like tufts of decayed grass
roots. The natives informed me that they make excellent fuel, but
we had no occasion to use them. ,
“Rice, wheat and Indian-corn are the principal crops of the
lower and central parts of the valley, and barley is grown at Bhatta
Kundi and Burawai. But the amount of the cultivation is small:
the steep hill-sides and rocky nature of the soil do not admit of much.
As a genergl rule, therefore, the grain produce of the valley is hardly
more than is required for the inhabitants, though at a pinch a few
hundred maunds of Indian-corn might be obtained. There are water-

mills at every place, and the water po . wat
throughout the valley’, power is of course unlimited
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¢ The cultivation, such as there is, apparently is done by tenants,
Principally Gujars, who, though stude, are ignorant apd dirty. . Chese
Gujars as a general rule after sowing time :cake their flocks in Ma
to the higher hills for grazing, and return in September and October
to gather in the crops. ) ) -

“The supply of grass throughout the valley is plentiful. There is
enough at all places for a considerable body ol troops, but labour is
scarce and must be imported to cut and Sti?.Ck the grass at the proper
season, if it is required. The commissariat department had some
difficulty in obtaining the large quantity required for the transport
taking supplies to Chilas, but this difficulty arose from the following
causes :— o

(1) No attempt was made to cut and stack it till the proper
season had passed.

(2) Contradictory orders, which were at first issued.

(3) Ignorance of the country.

(4) Appointment of grass contractors who were not only
ignorant of the country, but who considered the main
object of their existence was to cheat both Govern-
ment and the people, )

(5) Deficiency of labour.

“Owing to this last cause it was necessary to buy grass or hay
from the winter stocks of the Gujars at enormous prices.

“The Gujars, though they store a large quantity of hay every
autumn for winter use, are utterly ignorant of the proper way to dry
it, and the consequence is that much of their stock is always ruined
by mildew.

‘“If troops ever come up by this route again an officer ought to be
appointed to each halting place to superintend the making and stack-
ing of the hay, and he should be supplied with sufficient labour for
the work: sufficient labour is not obtainable in the valley.

“There are several forest reserves in the valley. There are no
reserves above Narang, but from that place up to Burawai the whole
hill-sides are covered with excellent grass every year, and at Basal
and in the portion of the valley above Lulu Sar lake the supply is
practically unlimited.

“When I went up the valley in June last, I noticed the remains of
avalanches in several places, especially in ravines, but apparently they
are not worse here than in all other valleys of the higher Himalayas
which I have visited.

“ During the mousoon the rainfall above Kaghan is very much less
than in the lower parts of the valley; in fact, above Narang there is
very little rain. But little is known of the snowfall in the upper part
of the valley during the winter months; undoubtedly the fall above
Narang is considerably less than it is in the hills below that place.
The reports of the natives cannot be trusted, and if I am not trespassing
beyond my province, [ would suggest that some officer who has been up
the valley this year and knows the road should be deputed to go up dur-
ing January and February to report on the snowfall and the effect of
the avalanches. From a military point of view it is important that the
state of the road in winter should be known. As far as I can see at
pres:nt, there is no reason why the road should not be kept open, for
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foot traffic at least, the whole year round. This information, too,
would be valuable for the postal and telegraph departments.

“The Pioneers left Abbottabad on the 2nd of May, and, under the
instructions of Government, I joined them the same c'iay at Manselhra.
The instructions given to the Pioneers were vague in the extreme.
At first it was understood that they were to push on as rapidly as
possible. This they accordingly did, and not much work was done u
to Kuwai, beyond knocking off some difficult corners of rock. _From
Kuwai it was impossible to proceed rapidly, and it was not till the
15th July that the regiment arrived at Kaghan, Orders were receiv-
ed about that time that the Pioneers were to work on the road up to
the end of the valley and to winter across the pass. At the same
time I received orders to remain with the regiment on special duty.
The Pioneers were also ordered ‘to improve the existing track.
The existing track had never been properly aligned ; it had originally
been made for country mule traffic only, and steep gradients were
evidently considered preferable to the hard work of blasting out a
road along cliffs. A great deal was done by the Pioneers to improve
matters up to Jared, but beyond that the existing track was strictly
adhered to, where possible.

“On the 18th July the head-quarters of the regiment arrived at
Andhaira Bela, half-way between Kaghan and Narang. Three days’
rain at that place, and much heavier rain on the high hills, then caused
the floods which washed away all the bridges, cut off communication
with Balakot, and caused considerable damage to the road which had
been made. We were detained at Andhaira Bela till 1oth August, and
during the time of our detention the Pioneers rebuilt the Kaghan and
Rajwal bridges. After that some good work was executed on the cliffs
just above Narang, but from that place all that was done was to make
a road sufficiently good for the transport of the regiment to get along.

““On the 7th September the Pioneers arrived at Basal, and on the
same date the Sappers and Miners under Captain Aylmer, v.C., two
guns of the Kohat Mountain Battery under Mr. Money, and the 5th
Gurkhas under the command of Captain Barrett joined us.

“Some three weeks were spent in making a road round the lake
and to the top of the pass, and on 3oth September the Pioneers went
over to the Chilas side.

“ From the middle of September to the present time the Sappers
and Miners have been engaged on the worst parts of the road between
Basal and Balakot, and the effect of this work has been marked.

“The work done by the Pioneers has been much criticised, but
taking into consideration the state of the road as it was when work
was commenced, the fact that it had never been properly aligned,
and that during the later months the regimnent was ordered to ‘“ push
on” to Chilas, there is no doubt that the work throughout was good.
At the same time some criticism is fair, and there are two points
which may be specially noticed. The first point is a small one, but
there is no doubt that the stability of a hill road much depends on it.
When the road ran along a hill-side, it was invariably made to slope
inwards, but in no single instance that 1 can remember was any
cross-drainage provided except when small streams crossed it, The
consequence necessarily was that the first heavy rain caused consider-
able damage, and in many places the road was entirely washed away.
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« The next pointas tlj‘at in st?vei'?ll }t)llauejrsargiaelll]tdslvei:'rsliion:vcc):;}lr(;:h:ll[l){
laid out would have much improve e g )
hav‘t: f}z;;‘? Lleatlrlzr;c]l?bsc)(l)lr.Bac:Ll the Pioneers adhered far too strictly to
‘the existine track,’” with the result that the heavy traflic which f‘ollm?--

s Any es forced to leave the road, and if the two
ed them was in many places : i
companies of the Sappers and Miners had not bee_n sept ack a oncg
to set matters straight, the convoys with supplies for Chilas \.vfould
never have been able to get up to Basal. I am of opinion that, if the
road is to be still further impl:OVCd, an engineer oFﬁc%r should la)f out
a preper line where the grad1ent§ of the present road are fadx%e551ve,
and that he should see that sufﬁcuer}t cross-drainage is provided. .

“ Wire bridges also are required at' several places across side-
streams and the river. These can be easily erected at a small cost
well above flood-level. Thmughgut the_ road the_re is no place
where there would be any difficulty in erecting such bridges. Where-
ever possible, too, the road should be taken along the sunny SIQRGS
of the hills, This is specially necessary from Narang upwards. The
experience of the last few weeks, since snow fell, has shown how
important this is, It is not always possible to carry the road on the
sunny side of the river, but much more might be done in that way than
has been done, In no place should it be left for travellers to ford
the river, because in the summer months the fords are too deep, and
in the winter months the cold is so great that there is great danger

-ost-bite.

o {'l‘ Throughout my stay in the valley a post office has been kept up
with my camp, and, except for two ‘weeks after the floods had severed
communication, the runners worked excellently. Letters for Chilas
were frequently sent this way and were forwarded by me.  When
the 23rd Pioneers went over the pass a post office went with them,
and from that date till we left Basal the utmost regularity was
observed in the running. It was hoped that Government would sanc-
tion the institution of a regular line by this route, but a contrary deci-
sion was arrived at, and orders were received that when the Gurkhas
left Basal on return to Abbottabad the post offices at Chilas and Ka-
ghan were to be withdrawn. I am infgrmcd that' Colonel Bruce has
earncstly asked Government to continue the lxpe, and, pending a
reply to his request, the postmaster has been detained at Chilas.

“We could not wait for him at Basal pending the decision, and so
were oblized to leave him behind, T am personally of opinion that
a line could be easily maintained throughout the ycar by this route.
Block houses, well supplied with fuel, have been built at every four
or five miles from Basal to Babusar village, which is five miles “below
the pass on the Chilas side. When snow is actually falling runners
could not go over the pass, but if fine days were selected and two or
three men went together they could manage it much
than by the Kashmir route. The time taken, too, for correspondence
from India to Chilas would be much shorter by this route. But it is
a false argument to urge that the Kashmir route might be closed.
‘That would be impossible, as it is required for all correspondence
between the Kashmir ardar and the Kashmir officials in Gilgit, and

also for all official correspondence between the Resident agnd the
British Agent during the summer months.

more easily
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A telegraph could be laid along this route with the greatest
facility. From Kuwai to Basal there are any number of trees which
would make good posts all along the rnad.

“ From the first it was antlclpated that some trouble might be given
by the Kaghan Saiads, and it was feared that they might, secretly at
least, encourage the Kohistanis to oppose the Construction of the
road up the valley. These Saiads have always been practically the
rulers of the valley from Natui Khatha upwards. Their orders have
always been implicitly obeyed by the inhabitants. There is no
doubt that the opening out of the valley by a good road will reduce
their power. It will also give them considerable worry and trouble,
especially in the demand on their resources for supplies, etc. But I
think they have underst>od that the worry and other disadvantages
will be more than compensated for by gains in other ways, and
especially that with a grod and safe road trade will flourish and the
inflow of money will be considerable,

“Openly at least they have never given any serious trouble. On
the contrary, they have rendered good service, especially when
serious difficulties arose. When the fl>ods carried away all our com-
munications, they rendered every assistance, and when a landslip
overwhelmed the camp of a counvoy, all who were anywhere near
turned out with their servants and rescued all the drivers and mules
that they could. By nature and education they are tyrannical and
grasping. They treat their servants very badly at times and extort
all they can from them, but at the same time they are a fine, brave
race. Everything that was possible has been done to make our
advent pleasant to them. They have been well rewarded for all
services rendered, and they have been paid for all supplies which
have been taken. The conduct of all the troo;s while in the valley
has been excellent, and the Saiads have, I think, learnt that they have
nothing to fear from them. [ am satisfied that they will always prove
themselves to be loyal. In dealing with them, however, it will be
necessary always to be careful to maintain their **izzat,” which they
value as much as their lives. The main difficulty of working with
them lies in their desire to keep up the idea of their being responsi-
ble to supply labour and articles according to specified shares. If
ten coolies are required one Saiad will supply two and say that his
branch of the family is not responsible for more! This hinders
work, The idea has been ridiculously exemplified by the care that
they have taken to always arrange that each branch of ths family
should have a representative with my camp. There are four branch-
es, and consequently four men, one from each, insisted on rem: aining
with me. Each man was ]ealous of the others.

“On return down the valley I held a darbar at Kaghan. Under
the authority of Government all Khalsa revenue for this year was re-
mitted and cash rewards were given for services rendered. In ap-
portioning the rewards I endeavoured as far as possible to keep the
family traditions in view ; but at the same time I explained to them that
the rewards were in each case given for the services of the men them-
selves. Nothing was given to any one who had not rendered himseclf
conspicuous in giving assistance. Ghulam Haidar Shah of Kuwai, a
Saiad descended from the same ancestor as the Kaghani Saiads, and
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the Lambardars of Bhunja, Manur and Jared have also throughout our
stay in the valley rendered good service by bringing in supplies _and
assisting in repairs to the roa_d when damaged by rain. I have given
them small rewards and certificates. _ )

“ When we first came into the Kaghan valley the Kohistanis were
in disgrace for two raids committe'd. by thenll in 1889 and .189[, and
were not allowed to come into British territory. The Saiads, at my
request, sent messengers to the. Palas and Jalkot headmen and induced
them to send in their ji7gas, with the result that both the cases were
duly settled, and with the sanction of Government the road was again
open to them. During the present season they have committed two
raids. In the first they carried oft about 700 sheep aqd goat.s. This
was in revenge for a raid made by a man named Chishti, himself a
Kohistani, who had taken refuge in Kashmir, Chishti was seized and
is now in the Abbottabad jail, and the animals raided by t.he Kohis-
tanis were recovered within three days. On another occasion a flock
of 300 sheep and goats were carried off; 220 of these have been
recovered, and the case will probably soon l?e settle.cl. . I have now
discovered that this raid was also committed in retaliation for a theft
of sheep and goats by a Gujar (Nur Muhammad), aresident of Kaghan,
I trust [ may be able to settle this case, too, before I leave the valley.
If not, I will hand it over to Mr. Cunningham, the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Hazara. .

“ There have been several reports during my stay in the valley that
the Kohistanis would attack us, and there is no doubt that on more
than one occasion they have collected in considerable numbers on the
frontier, but | have never believed they would make any attack on us
in British territory, and this has proved correct. Probably they only
collected in order to fight if we attempted to enter their territory.
Evidently all along they did not trust us, and thought our object in
coming up the valley was to punish them for the part they took in
the attack on Chilas in March last, although I frequently informed
them personally and by letter that we should not interfere with toem
so long as they did not interfere with us.

“ Although the Kohistanis have never made any attack on us, there
is every reason to believe that they are not satisfied with the present
state of affairs. They resent our occupation of Chilas, and if they can
induce others to join them, | believe they will make another attack
on that place. All these tribes, however, labour under the difficulty
of want of cohesion. Every village is, as it were, a separate republic.
Jalkot and Palas, the principal places in Kohistan, are in different
valleys and admit no common authority. They are as separate from
each other as they are from the people of Darel, Harban and Tangir.
In this consists our safety. There is much difficulty in combining to
attack, and till all combine no attack will be made, for the Kohistanis
alone could do nothing. Any such combination must become known
to the authorities at Chilas, and therefore no surprise could be
effected.

“ The Kaghan Saiads have considerable influence over all the villag-
es round about Chilas as well as in Kohistan. This arises from the fact
that Ghazi Baba, the Saiads’ ancestor, is said to have converted the
tribes to the Muhammadan religion. By their influence the village
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of Thur was induced to send in a j77ga tome, and I sent them on to
Captain Powell in Chilas.

“The Kohistanis were much averse to the Thur people coming in,
and on one occasion opposed the jz#gz and prevented them passing
through Kohistan to my camp. The jirga, however, came by
another route, and I have been informed by Captain Powell that his
interview with them was satisfactory.

‘“ At the end of July or beginning of August it was decided that
20,000 maunds of supplies should be sent by this route to Chilas.
The undertaking was a large one, especially considering the state
of the road from Rajwal downwards after the rains, The amount to
be taken across was afterwards reduced to 11,000 maunds, and it was
decided to deliver it only as far as Babusar village, 4 miles down the

* 20 miles short of Thak valley on the Chilas side of the pass.*
Chilas. Even this was a large order and meant in addi-
tion the carriage of certainly 20,000 maunds more for food on the
line for animals and men. At first it was thought possible to carry
out the work through a contractor. This, however, proved a failure,-
and finally Government transport and hired mules were used.

“The work was completed by the 5th November, and the whole of
the supplies (except 1,400 maunds which were left at Babusar) were
delivered at Singal, which is about 12 miles from Chilas. [ have no
doubt that if a proper road from the pass to Chilas had been
constructed, the whole of the supplies could have been put into Chilas,
provided fodder for the mules on the Chilas side of the pass had been
procurable,

“ The mules engaged on the transport returned to Basal on the 7th
November, and on the 8th we all commenced our march down the
valley and arrived at Balakot on the 14th instant,
~ “Before we left Basal great cold had set in. There had been two
large falls of snow and some smaller ones. Altogether about 2 feet
tell before we left. The effect of the snow on the road, especially
round the Lulu Sar lake and on the north slope of the pass, was
serious. It melted in the day and froze at night, with the result that
the road was covered with a solid coating of ice. Working parties
from the Gurkhas did what they could to improve matters by cutting
steps on all the steeper gradients, but nevertheless several mules.
were lost.

“On our way down the valley there were no accidents.

“ With reference to the supply of stores for Chilas and Gilgit, I
would suggest that in future no a¢fz should be sent. It would be far
better to send wheat, whichis not so easily or quickly spoilt by damp.
Throughout the Kaghan valley and in Chilas and Gilgit water-power
1s available, and it would be better to grind the wheat at the place it
is required.”

The following is a short account of our previous relations with
Kaghan :—After the first Sikh war Hazara belonged to Kashmir ; but
Gulab Singh induced the Darbdar to give him other territory in the hills
near Jammu in exchange, and Major Abbott was sent to take charge of
the district, including Kaghan. On arrival he found four Saiads (bro-
thers) managing the valley for the Sikhs, and recciving half the re-
yenue on condition of their paying the other half. “These men's

2



10

names were Saiad Zamin Shah, who held a half share of the manage-
ment, Saiads Fateh Ali Shah, Anwar Shah and Mir Gul Shah, bro-
thers, who managed the other half. _ ]

This arrangement had been made by the Nazim of Kashmir,
Shekh Ghulam Mohi-ud-din in 1844, and was confirmed by Major
Abbott on behalf of the Lahore Darbar in 1847.

On annexation, Major Abbott recommended that the grants made
to the Saiads by the Sikh government should be upheld ; but in the
autumn of 1852 they set his authority at defiance. The reason of
this conduct was on account of their disapproval of some measures
Major Abbott had introduced. It appears that under the Sikhs they
did not themselves attend on the Nazim, nor furnish .hos.tag.es,; but
Major Abbott attached a condition to their tenure of their ‘ jagirs,” v2z.,
the attendance of one of the sons of each of the three Saiads at the de-
puty commissioner’s station as a pledge of the loyalty of their parents.

This arrangement appears to have been very distasteful to the
Saiads ; and early in 1852 Zamin Shah himself, while performing this
duty of ‘hazirbashi,’ suddenly left the camp without asking permission,
but was brought back again. He was allowed to go away again on
certain maliks of Pakli becoming security for his loyalty, and on his
leaving his sons in his place as hostages. But the hostages of the
Saiads now became objects of suspicion, Major Abbott being of opin-
ion that the Saiads were only withheld from going into rebellion by
their not being able to withdraw their sons and by some other impedi-
ments thrown in their way.

In 1852 the sons of Zamin Shah fled from Major Abbott’s camp,
it is supposed by orders from their father, who was afraid that they
might be called to account for some of his intrigues.

In consequence of the attitude assumed by the disaffected Saiads, it
was found necessary to take measures to coerce them towards the end
of 1852, and a force, consisting of Kashmir troops, Punjab police
and Hazara levies, numbering altogether some 5,320, was employed
for this purpose under the command of Colonel Mackeson, C.B. It
is not necessary to describe these operations, which will be found
fully detailed in thearticle on “ Kaghan” in the “ North-West Fron-
tier Gazetteer,” suffice it to say that no opposition was offered to
the troops, and the Saiads eventually came in and made their sub.
mission. Their grants were subsequently restored and certain pen-
sions were allotted to them “in perpetuity on terms of good beha-
viour, military service, and such control of the country as may be
requircd of themselves.” After this the Saiads of Kaghan continued
to exercise considerable authority, and any petty cases which arose
between the neighbouring independent tribes and British subjects
were settled by them, and their wide influence was for the most part
used quietly and without ostentation in the interest of peace.

It was not until 1893 that Kaghan again came prominently to notice,
At the beginning of that year, owing to trouble in Chilas, it was antici-
pated that it might be necessary to send a force through the Kaghan
valley and over the Babusar pass. A battalion of Pioneers (the 23rd)
was therefore ordered to improve the road. On the 3rd May 1893 the
work on the road was commenced. In July heavy floods destroyed

nearly all the bridges in the Kaghan valley, The damage thus caused
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considerably delayed the work, and two companies of Sappers and
Miners were ordered up to assist the Pioneers on the road. Arrange.
ments were at the same time made to send six months’ supplies for
the Chilas garrison by the Kaghan route. On the 18th August it
was reported that the Kohistanis, intended, if possible, to prevent the
Pioneers crossing into Chilas, and that they were collecting with this
object at Chachargah to oppose the regiment somewhere in the neigh-
bourhood of the Lulu Sar lake. To protect the convoys using the
Kaghan road, a wing of the 1-s5th Gurkhas and two guns No. 1
(Kohat) Mountain Battery were ordered to Kaghan to hold the road
between there and the Babusar pass. The road was completed
without opposition up to the Babusar on the 3oth of that month, on
which day the Pioneers crossed over the pass, and, after improving
the road on the other side, reached Chilas on the 15th October. The
work of provisioning Chilas having been compieted, the transport
fecrossed the Babusar on the 7th November, and the wing of the 1-5th
Gurkhas was then withdrawn to Abbottabad, the two guns having
previously returned to that station. The two companies of Sappers,
after improving the road on the Hazara side, also returned to
Abbottabad. Owing tofinancial considerations no work was carried out
during 1894 on the Kaghan road, and supplies for Chilas as well as
Gilgit were sent up /¢ the Bandipur-Bunji route. The road
made by the Pioneers in 1893 is reported to be now barely practicable
for mule traffic. (Vide Route No. 1.)
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CHAPTER II.

ALLAL

The Allai valley is situated between Kaghan and the Indus,
Mr. G. B. Scott, the surveyor, reports on it as follows:—Allai is a
valley bounded by Kohistan on the north and east; portion of the
Bhogarmang valiey (British) and Nandihar (independent) on the
soutT); and the Indus river on the west. Except the glen known
as Chor Dara, which has been annexed to Allai from Kohistan, the
whole of Allai is drained by one main dara, or stream, known as
Allai Siran, with its feeders.

On the south, Allai is conterminous with British territory as far
as the Malki peak. The main northern range of Kaghan, after
turning southward to Musa-ka-Musala mountain, again bends north-
ward and takes a semi-circular sweep, dividing Bhogarmang from
the Chor glen as far as Soni peak; elevation 13,012 feet. From this
point to Malki peak, 12,465 feet, the northern water falls into Allaj,
the southern into Bhogarmang.

The main range now turns southward and throws out a spur
westward, which, under the name of Chaila, divides Allai from Nandihar
up to the Indus river above Thakot.

From the Soni peak a spur runs first northward, dips to the Azri
Gali (pass), about 10,000 feet in elevation ; then rises to the Shamsher
mountain, elevation 15,000 feet, thus far dividing Allai from Chor.
The range now turns westward, gradually decreasing in elevation to
Palaija, about 11,000 feet in elevation ; then falls rapidly to the Indus.
From Shamsher to the Indus it divides Allai from Kohistan.

The main stream or dara, the Siran, rises round the Azri Gali and
Soni peak, and running westward receives the lesser streams of
Gangwal, Shamsher, Konshgraon, and Pashutia from the north, and
lesser ones from Malki and Chaila on the south. It falls into the
Indus near the village Thandul, about 18 miles from its source. The
average breadth of the valley from the Chaila to the Shamsher range
is about 12 miles, and the total area about 200 square miles.

The eastern end of the valley is a succession of grass and forest-
covered mountain slopes, closing inward to the intervening streams,
which are mere narrow ravines, The fall as far as Gangwal, 4
miles below Azri Gali, is very rapid. From there it becomes more
gentle; its bed widens gradually, and for the last g miles below
Sachbiar it flows through a plain or basin about 4 to 5 square miles in
area—all under rice cultivation.

_The lesser feeders from the north are mere rugged ravines, 7
miles in length, with open beds here and there, with the hills sloping
gently inward, on which lie the upper hamlets, surrounded by wheat,
barley, and Indian-corn fields. There are about thirty-three hamlets
and villages lying either near the central watercourse or near its
feeders; none of them in very strong positions compared with villages
in the hills of Afghanistan; nor are they fortified. The largest of
them only contains about 200 houses. They are situated as follows ;—
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Along course of main stream beginning {rom the upper or castern
end—(1) Gangwal, (2) Rashang, (3) Panjul, (4) Nograon, (5) Dihari,
(6) Pokal or Shingari, (7) Kharagh, (8) Sachbiar, (9) Sakrga, (10)
Thalus, (11) Rabat: on bank of Indus—(12) Thandul, (13) Kund, (14)
Thamira, (r5) Batera: on northern slopes—(16) Shamsher, (17)
Pashokal Naira, 118) Naira, (19) Gantar, (20) Kutha, (21) Batila, (22)
Konshgraon, (23) Rubkarmi, (24) Bojri, (25) Bandi, (26) Andrak, (27)
Batangi, (28) Pashutia, (29) Damdhara, (30) Lagri, (31) Nila: on
southern slopes—(32) Bhab, (33) Chaila.

Politically, the two principal vallages are Bandi, the village of the
Jate Khairula Khan, and Pokal or Shingari, Arsala Khan’s village.
Formerly these two chiefs were the leading men of the two opposite
factions whose feuds divided and weakened Allai,—Khairula Khan
being the representative of the hereditary chiefs, and Arsala Khan,
his rival, striving to obtain the first place in the jizgs by weakening
Khairula's party.

The inhabitants are all of the Swati tribe, and intermarry with
the Swatis of Bhogarmang and Nandihar.

They invaded Bhogarmang in 1868 to aid the cause of Ata
Muhammad Khan of Agror; but, beyond attacking a survey party,
did little damage.

They are armed with matchlocks, swords, and knives. They are
said to number 8,000 fighting men. They have a name for being
very courageous; but as 20 sepoys kept 400 or 500 at bay for
two hours, their bravery must be comparative, especially as the
Snider was not in use then.

They are, as mentioned above, divided into two great factions, and
are at the same time at feud with the Kohistanis. Their flocks and
herds are not so numerous as those of the Kohistanis, and they have
more ground under cultivation.  Since their seizure of the Chor glen
they have made that valley their summer quarters, and the slopes of
the Chaila below Bhab aud of the Birin-ki-Dana, a spur jutting into
the valley from the north between the main stream and the Pashutia
Dara, covered with chir (Pinus longifolia) trees, afford pasturage
in winter, though some of their flocks do go with those of Bhogarmang
to lower Hazara or into Tanawal. The lower slopes of the hills, as
just mentioned, are covered with c/ki7 trees ; the upper slopes round
Azri Gali with éiar, ichhar, sachhar, kachal and other pines, a few
deodar, and some fine oaks and other trees. Grass and water are
very plentiful. The upper portion of the glen is buried in snow from
September to May. Early in September 1867 snow fell on Malki,
and the cold was so intense that one of the ZZalasis with Mr, Scott’s
party was nearly frozen to death after being half-an-hour or so out-

side the tent.
The Chaila mountain is clear of snow till November, and all the
villages are well under the deep snow limit, except perhaps Gangwal

and one or two more in the lesser glens.
From the south, Allai may be entered either through the Bhogar-

mang valley, through Nandihar, or along the banks of the Indus

Tiver.
The Bhogarmang valley is approached from Abbottabad by a made

road running to Mansehra, through the Pakli valley, to the police
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station of Shankiari; then along the banks of the Siran river, which
drains the Bhogarmang valley, in two marches to Sachha, above which
two main feeders of this river combine. From this point one of these
routes may he chosen—

(1) Along the banksof the Panjul, or eastern branch of the Siran,
for about 15 miles to its source on the crest of the northern range.
From Shankiari to Sachha the road has been widened sufficiently
to allow of laden mules or ponies marching rapidly up without any
difficulty. Above Sachha atthe Domail, or junction of the two streams,
the eastern branch of the Siran is crossed on a rustic bridge, made
of poles thrown across and covered with branches of trees and mud.
After this the path is narrower, but yet fairly easy for mules about 3
miles to the hamlet of Panjul. From this point the ascent becomes
more rapid and the path narrow and rocky. After passing the last
hamlet of Sachha, known as Mana, 4 miles above Panjul, the usual
route taken by traders leaves the now rough bed of the stream, and
winds up the eastern slopes to the summer hamlet of Panjnadi through
pine forests and across several petty streams ; then passes over gras-
sy slopes, ending in a short steep ascent to the Khandao Gali or pass,
about 11,000 feet in elevation. The descent thence into the Chor
glen is easy. \

(2) Or the western branch of the Siran may be followed to Dewal,
the upper hamlet of Jabbar. Thence, as in the other route, the path
leaves the main stream and winds up the forest and grass-covered
slopes to the Soni Gali, about 11,000 feet in elevation. The last 300
to 400 yards zigzags up an almost perpendicular hillside, which
could be defended from the pass by men rolling down rocks.

(3) The best route for a force advancing on Allai would be a path
leaving the Bhogarmang Siran at Sachha, or, better, one rising from the
valley or plateau of Konsh to the crest of the range near the Bhisti
mountain, nearly 9,600 feet in elevation. The crest could thus be
gained at a point within the DBritish boundary. The ascent from
Konsh would be 'about 4,000 feet, and the path would require clear-
ing ; but it would be in British territory.

Once the crest was gained, the advance along it would be easy,
being broad, and, though passing through pine forests, is clear of
undergrowth. About three miles above Bhisti along the crest is a
small plateau, 10,000 feet in elevation, about a mile long and one-
fourth of a mile broad, clear of trees, with stream flowing through it
known as Palaija, the site of some ancient city, It is surrounded by
some pine forests; but the approaches could easily be guarded, and
surprise almost impossible. The crest narrows somewhat a mile
farther up; then the forest diminishes; and the last mile to the Mal-
ki peak is up a grassy gentle slope clear of trees. The peak is 12,465
feet in elevation, and commands an extensive view over Allai and
Nandihar, etc. The peak could not be held by a Pathan enemy
against British infantry and mountain guns; and the crest, once
gained, could be held easily, as the approaches to it from all sides are
up grassy slopes and it is not commanded from any neighbouring
peak. There is room for a fair sized camp round the top. Snow
falls in September and remains till April or May. The villages of

Gangwal, Ganthar, and Rashang are so close below that men can be
distinguished in them,
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The approaches to Allai vid Nandihar are through Agror or through
Konsh. General Wilde’s force, in 1868, encamped at Maidan in
Nandihar.

Allai might be advanced on from Maidan, first by following up
the bed of the Nandihar Nadi eastward, 8 miles to the hamlet of
Bansen; then turning up the slopes of the Chaila mountain either by
the Shahid Katha to the Shahid Gali, 9,000 feet elevation, lying under
the Malki peak, or by the Ghabri Gali, elevation about 8,000 feet, east
of the Chaila peak. The ascent to and descent from this pass are very
difficult, if not quite impracticable, for mules.

The easiest route would be to rise at once from Maidan to Balolia
along the Thakot path; then continuing up the face of the hill
to the crest of a long spur thrown from the Chaila mountain to the
Chaila peak, 8,000 to g,000 feet in elevation. The crest of the spur
is bare and rocky, but broad, and the gradient generally easy. Chaila
mountain gained, Allai lies below. The Chaila range runs eastward
to the Malki peak. There are some narrow places on the ridge, but
droves of cattle are taken along the crest every year. Below Chaila
on the Allai side is a hamlet known as Bhab, about half-way down.
The descent to it from Chaila is over a broad, forest-covered slope.
Bhab lies in a clearing about a square mile in extent, surrounded by
forest ; it overlooks the village of Pokal or Shingari, the dwelling of
Arsala Khan.

The above description of the roads from Maidan were written by
Mr. Scott previous to the expedition of 1888. The road then used
was from Maidan to Mazrai (7 miles), and thence by the Ghorapher
pass (9,132 feet) to the crest of the Chaila ridge and on to Kage Oba (6%
miles). The ascent to the crest was very bad, requiring a day to make
it practicable for laden mules; even then it took the baggage animals
12 hours to do the ascent of one mile, and 14 mules were killed during
the operation. From Kage Oba to Pokal the distance was 7 miles and
the descent 4,300 feet. For the first five miles the path ran through
fir forest and oak jungle with a comparatively gentle gradient, The
last two miles the descent was steep and over open ‘ground. A few
mules accompanied the column, but had considerable difficulty in
getting over the last part of the road.

The best road from Nandihar to Thakot on the Indus is the one fol-
lowed by our troops in 1888, viz.,, by Dabrai and Paimal. That zid
the Nandihar stream is rough and hemmed in on all sides by mountains.

Merchants proceeding to Kobistan up the Indus valley generally
cross the river at Thakot and proceed along the opposite bank till
near Palas; then recross, thus avoiding Allai and the cliffs between
Thakot and Allai and those between Allai and Palas, which by
those proceeding up the left bank have to be turned by crossing
the hills above 3 to 4 miles from the river bank.

The country trans-Indus, immediately opposite Allai, is known as
Chakesar, and near it is another valley called Puran ; the former is in-
habited by the Azi Khel, the latter by Babuzai, Pathans. Farther north
are the valleys of Ghorband and Kana. The principal villages on the
river bank are Bishan on the Ghorband stream, Butial, Shang,
Barllc{ot: (a Saiad village), Mairo, Sherkul and Mangan, opposite
Thakot,
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The Allaiwals are in the habit of frequenting British territory,
coming either by Bhogarmang or Nandihar, and are to be found at the
village of Bafa, as well as at Mansehra and Abbottabad.

The following statistics of Allai were compiled by Major C.
McNeile, Deputy Commissioner of Hazara, from 1830 to 1882, and
will be found to usefully supplement the information given above :—

Statistics of Allai.

Serial : ;
No. Heads of information.

Parliculars,

A | Population ..

B | Fighting men ...

C | Description of
arms and nature
of firearms.

D Extent to which
aid could be fur-

bouring tribes,

E [ Sectional feuds
of importance,.

Total 5,830 families.

nished by neigh-

Swatis Thor, Bibal (the great) vee ver  430°
' ,»  Musa Khel (the small) ... 1,480
» Jalangial Kamoi Badeshi ... w280
» Gilal vor vee  300°
,, Dotial ... v LoIO0
s  Shamkori vos wes 200
,, Paie ., .. 250
’ AShra] ves e . ISO
Saiads Tirimzai XX e see 430
Mada I(hel ens ree ve 440
Akhund Khel... vee “es . 520
Sarkheli, Gujars, and others . 340
There are about 8,720 fighting men :
Swatis Thor, Bibal (the great) e 770
. ,» Musa Khel (the small) .., e 2,140
,» Jalangial Kamoi Badeshi . 400
,, Gilal .., . 640
,, Dotial ... e 1,605
»»  Shamkori ver . 270
,, Paie .. . we 350
,» Ashral e e 225
Saiads Tirimzai w580
Mada KhEI (11} e (XX 570"
Akhund Khel vee .. 980

Sarkheli, Gujars, and others v 100¢
Their arms are guns, swords and shields, and pistols.
About two-thirds of their arms are guns, and these are
for the most part matchlocks, with a few muskets.
They have neither flintlocks nor rifles. Their pistols:
are flintlocks. Every man is supposed to be armed,
and they are said to be good marksmen, but are not
considered very brave. They purchase their gun-
powder and lead from Swat and Chakesar.

They are bordered on the north and east by Kohistan ; on

the west by Sinkuri, Chakesar, and Thakot; and on
the south by Nandihar, Tikari, and Deshi: and from
all these they could obtain aid. At present they can
only get help from Kohistan, Sinkuri and Chakesar.
They are ever embroiled in internal feuds, and are
always at war amongst themselves. Blood.-feuds are’
rife and carried on for ages, and these constantly em-
broil the whole tribe. Formerly there were two maliks,
Jamal Khan of the Bibal (the great) tribe, and Khair-
ula Khan of the Musa Khels. These two had an old-

- standing enmity. Both are dead. There is no great

et
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Statistics of Allai—contd.

Scrial
No.

Heads of informalion.

Particulars,

G

the border.

‘Means of keeping

cations.

lcader left amongst the Bibals or Musa Khels.  Jamal
Khan's son is Arsala Khan, who has made himself the
Khan of Allai, and he has no rival. There are,
however, some discontents, who only want a leader.

Supplies beyond | Supplies in Allai are sufficient for the inhabitants, but

supplies would have to- accompany an advancing force ;
these could be had from Konsh and Agror. Grass, fucl,
and water are, however, plentiful.

‘The routes in'o the Allai country are—:
open communi- | (1) Vid Kaghan, a hilly and difficult route, neitker

suit-d [or laden animals nor an expedition.

(2)- Vid Jabra and Sahid Gali, which joins the Kaghan

route a little above Sahid Gali and runs to Gangwal
in Allai ; this, too, 15 hilly and impracticable.

(3) Vid Konsh and Chattar, which at Chattar divides
into three branches :—(i) Vid Bhuleja Thapla and Mali
to Rashang in Allai. This is hilly and impracticable,
but it overtops Allai, which can be scen stretched out
below. (i) Vid Gali Dhandoi, through Shamlai and
Banser, villages of Nandihar. Se much as far as
Banser is a plain practicable to laden mules and bul-
locks. From Banser to Gabri on the Nandihar-A1lai
border there isan ascent and a descent to Bihari in
Allai. From Chattar to Banser i- about 10 miles, and
from Banser to Bihari about 18 miles. This last 13
mi'es is only practicable to the mules of the country,
which traverse it with loads.  (iii) Vi¢ Nilishang, about
3 miles pruacticable toladen bullocks and mules; then
to Batgraon, 3. miles farther, al-o practicable to laden
bullocks and mules ; then 10 Batangi, 3 miles farther,
is an ascent. A little beyond Batangi abouta mile
the road widens, and this part of the road is called
¢ Ghorapher’ (‘horse turn’). From Ghorapher the
route forks,—one is a footpath for pedestrians only
and rejoins the main road about a mile farther on; the
other is practicable to mules and runsto Pokal in Allai,
some 18 miles- from Ghorapher. Arsala Khan re-
sides in Pokal. Nilishang, Batgraon, and Batangi
are in Nandihar, while Ghorapher is on the Nandi-
har-Allai border. This is the most easy route.

(4) Vid Agror and Tikari through Maidan in Nandihar
to Kanshai in' Thakot, where it forks: (1) continues
into Kharagh in Allai, and:(11) to Sachbiar in Allai.
As far as Kansha the route is practicable to laden
animals ; but beyond it is impracticable, except to the
mules of the country. From Agror to Sachbiar and
Kharagh is about 30 miles.

No. 1.—If a good road was made, the Saiads of Kaghan
could. keep this route.

Nos. 2 and 3.—(i) could be kept by the Bhogarmang and

Konshwals.

‘No. 3.—=(ii) and (iii) Nandihar, would have to be settled

with, when a regiment, some 50 sabres, and the Konsh-
wals could keep both of these,

 No. g.~Tikariand Pariari would have to be arranged

with, when the Khan of Agror’s and the Nawab of

3
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Statistics of Allar—contd.

Serial
No.

Heads of information.

Particulars.

K

Dependence of
tribe on British

territory.

Summer and
winter  settle-
ments,

Miscellaneous ..,

Amb’s men, with 100 rifles and 50 sabres, could keep
the road as far as Tikari. Then Nandihar, Thakot,
and Deshi would need to be settled with, when 200
rifles and 50 sabres with Agror levies could keep both
branches of the fork.

At the best of times but few Allaiwals (Swati Thors)

come into British territory, and these only to purchase
cloth ; but the Gujars of Allai comeinto our limits to
graze their goats during the win‘er when their own
country is under snow. They are but littie dependent
onus. A baramta during peace time might take a
few Swati Thors, and during winter we could come
down on the Gujars.

The Gujars, as above mentioned, leave their homes

during the winter to graze their herds of goats; but
the remainder of the Allaiwals keep within Allai, both
summer and winter, except some few families of cow-
herds, who take their cattle (bullocks, cows, and buf-
faloes) to graze in Chor duaring the summer.

In Allai there are three clans, who are landlords, “daf.

tris,’—the Saiads 7Tirimzai, the Mada Khel, and
the eight branches of the Thor Swatis. The Saiais
Tirimzai are related to the Saiads of Kaghan and
Pakli; the Mada Khelsto the Mada Khels of Sungur in
Balakot, while the Thor Swatis, Jalangial Kamoi Bade-
shiare related to the Swatis of Bhairkund in Mansehra.,
The eight branches of the Thor Swatis are cal'ed ‘paos’
(quarter). The Mada Khels and Saiads are under the
Swatis, who are supreme, while amongst the Swatis
the Bibal are the greatest and Arsala Khan has made
himself the Khan of the Bibais. The Swatis of Tikari
Nandihar, Thakot, and Pakli are merely Swatis, so are
the Bhairkund Swatis, while the Allai gwatis are Thor
Swatis and are of another branch. They came from
Swat at tlie same time as the other Swatis, but maintain
their distinction of Thor Swatis. These Ther Swatis
have not yet had much intercourse with us, and know
little about us. The other Swatiskave an idea that they
have an ascendancy over the Thor Swautis ; but the Thoers
do not acknowledge this. The Allai border joins ours
on the Kaghan and Balakot range, on the Jabar
range, and in Konsh; but each of these borders are
precipitous and hilly. Nowhere does the Allai
border join ours on level ground. Qur subjects and
the Allaiwals sometimes commit dacoity on one another
on these hilly borders.

The following is a brief account of our relations with Allai up to
the present time.
The first occasion in which we came into contact with the Allai-
wals was in 1863, when they invaded Bhogarmang to aid the cause
of Ata Mulammad Khan of Agror; but, beyond attacking a survey

party under Mr. G. B. Scott, they did little damage,

For this attack

a finc of Rs 500 was imposed on the trike,
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In November 1874 the Allaiwals, headed by their chief, Arsala
Khan, made a raid within British territory upon a party of Kohis-
tanis, murdering three men and carrying off their flocks. This was
at once punished by the seizure of some 6o Allaiwals, with flocks
numbering 4,000 head, in British territory ; a blockade of the tribe
was proclaimed, and, notwithstanding the sympathies of our own
Swati subjects with the marauders, the jirga of the tribz, for the
first time in their history, came in and made their submission to the
British Government.

For the next three years the Allaiwals gave no trouble; but in
November 1877 they again commitled an act of aggression on the
British border, which rendered a blockade of the tribe necessary.
It was committed on the village of Bathal in the Konsh valley, on the
16th of November, at the instance of Arsala Khan, who was himsel(
present in person, and was the leader of the gang of raiders. He
was reputed to be a fanatical man, adisciple of the late Akhund
of Swat, and one who avoided intercourse with English ofhicers.
The main cause of the raid was the rivalry existing between Arsala
Khan and Samandar Khan, jegirdar of Garhi Habibulla, an Honor-
ary Magistrate under the British Government, who was also a man
of large influence in independent Nandihar, In this raid 2 Hindus
of Bathal were killed and 12 carried off. Houses were also set on
fire, and property, valued at Rs. 37,000 by the owners, was carried
off. The raiders were estimated to have lost 13 killed and 12
taken prisoners; their numbers were about 3oo. It was reported that
the ostensible object of the raid was to kidnap Samandar Khan, who
was at that time in Bathal, but the raiders failed to effect this object.

On the 2nd December, Nelban, in the Konsh glen, was attacked
by Khawas Khan, son of Abbas Khan, with Allaiwals. Two villag-
ers were killed and one wounded. The loss inflicted was estimated
at Rs. 4,250, consisting of cattle and other property. On the o9th
of the same month an attack was made on Jabar by Khawas Khan.
Five men were wounded and one woman carried off ; the loss in-
flicted amounted to Rs. 1,876, The raiders lost two men killed and
one wounded. The cattle, however, were recovered by the villagers.

In consequence of the serious affair at Bathal, which is the
largest village in Konsh, the Allaiwals were biockaded, and men
and cattle found in the district were seized. Arsala Khan, in Feb-
ruary 1879, in person, menaced the border at the head of a large
armed following; but finding himself opposed to the Swatis of Pakli,
he entered into negotiations with their leaders and dispersed his
following.

The raids conducted by the son of Abbas Khan were probably
made with the intention of directing the attention of Government to
the case of his [ather (the notorious robber chief who had been
captured at the beginning of 1878 by Samandar Khan, and was then
a prisoner in the jail at Rawal Pindi) and obtaining his release.
This latter object they, of course, failed to attain, and Abbas Khan
was removed from Rawal Pindi to the Central Jail at Lahore.

The operations of the blockade progressed but slowly, although
a certain number of the pecple of Allat, mostly of the Gujar class,
were captured in British territory and detained with their cattle.
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As already pointed out, Allai is but little dependent upon us, and
consequently an effective blockade is most difficult to carry out.
About the middle of June 1879, a jirga ol the Allaiwals came in to
the Deputy Commissioner. It was not accompanied by Arsala Khan,
or by any other influential man, and it proposed that ncither fine
nor compensation should be demanded, and that the Allaiwal prison-
ers should be surrendered previous to the Hindus being given up.
‘These proposals could not of course be listened to, and the jirga
was dismissed. The Allaiwals were at the same time given dis-
tinctly to understand that no terms would be made with them until
the British subjects who were in their hands were released. When
this demand had been complied with they would be informed of the
fine and compensation they would be called upon to pay  Up to the
end of the year the Allaiwals had shown no signs of giving in, and
the Government of India considered that the difficulty had reached
a stage at which it was highly expedient that effective measures
should be taken for the punishment of the tribe. Owing, however,
to the absence of so large a force on service in Afghanistan, the time
was not considered convenient to resort to an expedition. The
blhckade was therefore ordered to be continued until it should be
convenient to send a punitive force into Allai.

On the 14th August 1380, the arsival of the Allai j7irga at Abbnt-
tabad, bringing with them the Hindu prisoners, was reported. Arsala
Khan, however, did not accompany the ;7»ga, pleading as an excuse
that he was afraid to do so. In consideration of the surrender of the
Hindu captives, the twenty-nine members of the tribe who had been
seized in reprisal were released, and the following terms, which the
Government demanded, were then made known to the jirga . —

(1) The raiders captured in the attack on Bathal to be released
on the payment of a ransom of Rs. 500.

(2) Payment of a fine of Rs. 5,000 on account of the raid on
Bathal.

(3) Payment of Rs. 500 on account of the attack on Mr. Scott's
survey party in 1868.

(4) Submission of Arsala Khan.

The jirga was then dismissed.

On the 16th February 1881, a deputation, with the ransom money,
arrived at Abbottabad, and the eight surviving prisoners in the jail
at Rawal Pindi were sent for and released in the presence of the
77rga, who then departed. The other conditions, however, remained
unfulfilled, and in the autumn of 1881 the necessity of a military ex-
pedition was again considered. The Brigadier General Commanding
the Frontier Force was called on to submit proposals for such an
expedition ; but the Government considered that the operations
proposed by him would have been on a scale out of proportion to the
results to be obtained, and it was, therefore, decided to defer the usc
of military force. Subsequently the tribe, and Arsala Khan its chicf,
evinced a desirc to assume a more conciliatory attitude, and owing to
his quarrels with Muzaffar Khan of Nandihar, who was his rival,

Arsala Khan was too much occupied to give trouble on the border.

In August 1885, peace was made between Arsala Xhan and Mu-

zaffar Khan, but soon after difficulties arose between the former and
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This cousin and rival in Allai, Bahadur Khan of Shakargarh. The
Musa Khel section of the Allaiwals sided with Bahadur Kban, and in
March 1886, Arsala Khan lost four men wounded in an attack on a
fort which the Musa Khels were building. The attack failed and
Arsala Khan was repulsed. Subsequently Arsala Khan and Bahadur
Khan nominally made friends, but the latter continued to show his
hostility, aiming at supplanting Arsala Khan aud professing to be the
good friend of the British Government.

During the autumn of 1886, reports from all quarters agreed that
Arsala IKhan, in order to attract attention and increase his own im-
portance, was preparing to raid on one of our frontier villages—prob-
-ably Bathal or Jabar. A few police who were moved to the village
.of Shankiari and kept there till the first fall of snow in December ren-
-dered the chances of an attack improbable. Gunpowder and lead
avere also served out to villagers possessing matchlocks.

After the peace made between Arsala Khan and Muzaffar Khan,
‘mentioned above, they combined to oppose Ghafar Khan of Trand,
and they supported the Sarkheli Swatis in an attack on the village of
Thakot, which they burnt. In March 1887, they again attacked
Thakot, but the Argoshal Swatis of Thakot, assisted by Ghafar Khan
of Trand, beat off the attack.

On the 4th July 1887, two raids were comm 'tted simultaneously
on the northern cornerof the Bhogarmang glen above Jabar, on small
grazing camps in our territory. Some DBritish subjects and cattle
were carried off, and a party of raiders under Mukaddas, a Mada
Khel Allaiwal, were pursued and engaged by the people attacked, and
Irom this party the women and cattle srized were recovered in the
fight which took place. A woman and three men were wounded on
our side, and on the side of the raiders one man was shot dead and
some others were woundcd.

The cause of the raid was, that during the previous year Mukad-
das had brought a claim in our courts agzinst a Hindu of the Hazara
district, which after enquiry was dismissed. As a protest against
this decision this double raid was planned and carried out. On
the 6th August, the Deputy Commissioner reported that Arsala
Khan of Allai had compelled Mukaddas Khan to return all the pro-
perty scized in these raids, together with the captured British subjects,
and that they were made over to the faksi/dar at Mansehra in
safety on the 23rd July. It subsequently appeared that some part
of the propzrty was not recovered. It was then proposed to Arsala
Khan, of whom Mukaddas Khan was a supporter and partizan, that
the case dismissed by the courts should be re-opened by being
referred for settlement to a council of elders. But Arsala Khan
refused to accept this proposal unless a substantial award in his
friend’s favour was guaranteed by the Deputy Commissioner. It
seems that the cattle and goods recovered from that which had been
carried off was valued at Rs. 2,920 out of a total value of Rs. 3,58s.
Ransom-money, blood-money for the woman (who subsequently died
of her wounds), and compensation to the wounded men raised the
total claim against Mukaddas to about Rs. 1,000.

In 1838, when the Government were compelled to despatch an
expeditionary force to punish the tribes of the Black Mountain, there
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was thus Rs. 6,500 outstanding against the Allaiwals, and advantage
was taken of the presencc of this force to try and come to some
settlement with the tribe. Letters were sent to Arsala Khan and
the principal Allaiwals, notifying to them that the conditions demand-
ed by Government were—

(1) The personal submission of the chief.

(2) Payment of Rs. 6,500 compensation for losses inflicted in
raids by Allaiwals on British territory during the previ-
ous twenty years; the fine to be remitted if they gave
hostages and agreed to conduct a survey party along the
crest of the range which divides Allai from Nandibar.

Neither of these conditions were fulfilled. Arsala Khan merely
gave an evasive reply to the letters sent to him and then fled to
Sachbiar on the Indus, leaving his son Ghazi Khan to make such
opposition as he could to the advance of troops into Allai. On the
3ist October, Major-General McQueen, C.B., commanding the Hazara
Field Force, taking with him a force of shme 2,500 of all arms with
six guns, advanced from Maidan in Nandihar to Mazrai, and on the
1st November forced the Ghorapher pass and established himself at
Kage Oba on the crest of the Chaila mountain overlooking Allai. On
the 3rd a force of 8oo rifles and two guns under Brigadier-General
Channer, v.C., leaving Kage Oba in the morning, descended to Pokal,
Arsala Khan's village, and burned it, returning to camp the same
evening. On the following day the whole force was withdrawn to
Nandihar and subsequently to British territory. These operations
against Alli were carried out with but slight loss on our side; our
casualties being four men killed and one officer and six men wounded,
while the enemy suffered severely, their loss on the 3rd November
alone being estimated by Brigadier-General Channer at 8o to 100
killed. But as far as Arsala Khan was concerned the operations had
little effect, although there was no doubt that his prestige suffered by
the punishiment he received. Subsequently his attitude became more
fricndly, and in 1891t he caused a child who had been kidnapped from
Hazara to be restored on the demand of the district officer; and for
this friendiy action he was informed that the Government cancelled
all claims against him for the past. In reply, Arsala Khan professed
himself ready to d» any service that might be required of him. This
friendly attitude he still maintains, and it doesnot seem likely that
he will do anything by which he would lose the favour of Government
which, owing to the recent change in his attitude, he now enjoys.

The feud between Arsala Khan and his principal rival, Bahadur

Khan of Shakargarh, continues and has given rise to occasisnal fights
between their servants and partisans.
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CHAPTER 1IL
KOHISTAN.

Kohistan is the name applied to that part of the Indus basin be-
tween Shinaka and the Pashtu-speaking tribes of Yaghistan. [Kohis-
tan is bounded on the west by high mountains, which separate it from
Swat ; on the north by mountains which lie between it and Mastu]j
and Yasin; on the north-east lies Shinaka, from which it is separated
on the cis-Indus side by the Lahtar stream; and on the trans-Indus
side apparently by the Kandia valley; on the south-east is the district
of Allai, from which it is divided by a high mountain range called,
according to MacGregor, Ganga, at its north-east extremity, and
Andrak lower down*; on the south lies Pakhtana and its tributary
valleys, which comprise the independent tercitory lying between
[Kohistan and British territory. The valley of Kohistan was traversed
by the *“ Mulla,” under the orders of the Great Trigonometrical Survey,
in 1876.

Tge valley of Kohistan runs 1n a north-easterly direction; its
length from the village of Batera to the Lahtar stream is about 45
miles. Its area must be nearly 1,000 sjuare miles.

Kohistan is drained by the Indus, which receives, beginning from
the south, the Duber stream from the north-west, the Kolai, Chaoru-
dava, Kunshar, Gabu, and Jalkot streams from the east, the Razika
and Maliar from the west, the Ichar and Kahinga from the east, the
Kaudia {rom the north-west, and the Lahtar from the south-east.
Some other very insignificant streams also join the Indus, which at
Jalkot is about 500 yards broad.t

Of the mountains, among which the main and tributary valleys of
Kohistan lie, very little is known. According to the map of the Great
Trigonometrical Survey, the chief peaks range from 14,300 feet to
16,600 feet.

The main vailey is described by the ¢ Mulla ” as being rocky and
confined along the river banks, but higher up the mountain sides the
slopes are gentle.

On this subject MacGregor says—

‘““ Kohistan, as scen from the tops of the high snowy mountains
which divide it from Kaghan on the east, looks somewhat desolate
and bleak. The hills are rocky, and not, as in Kaghan, covered with
verdure to the line of perpetual snow; but towards the Indus the
scene changes and cultivation is extensive. Between Palas and
Jalkot, however, there is no cultivation, the ground being rocky, with
grass and stunted trees. This region is thinly inhabited, Kaial being
apparently the only inhabited village. The tributary valleys of the

* The range is called Shamsher by Scott.
A.H. M,
+ The * Mulla’s " account of the streams draining int> the Indus on its left bank is not
very reliable.  The two main streams on that side are the Nila Nadi and the Chachargah
Katha. Scott's account is more trustworthy.

A. H. M,
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Indus, with the villages in them, are mostly named after the streams
which water them.”

Scott thus describes the southern boundary of Kohistan on the-
left bauk of the Indus:—

“1t is divided from the Chor glen.by a spurof the main range;
16,000 feet in elevation, thrown westward from near Kundi peak, in:
longitude 73° 30" for about 12 miles; it then descends to and crosses
the Chordara, or watercourse draining the Chor glen; then ascends to
the Shamsher peak, 15,000 fect in elevation, and is divided from Allai:
by the lesser spur, of which that is the highest peak, running west-
ward from its summit to the Indus river.

“It differs from Chilas im that it is intersected laterally by a second'
mountain range, 16,600 feet in elevation, which is thrown from the:
main range at the Lulu Sar peak, first southward for 12 miles, then
westward till it ends abruptly on the banks of the Indus; and by a
third spur also, over 16,050 feet in elevation, thrown westward from
the Harifa peak of the great range to the Indus. Between the Allai:
boundary on the Shamsher range and the spur just mentioned lies the
Nila Nadi; between this and the other greater spur or range lies the
Chachargah Katha. Falling from this last range to the Indus are
various lesser tathas, or streams, falling into the river generally i
the neighbourhood of the principal Kohistan villages.

“ The Chachargah Katha is formed by the combination' of several
lesser streams falling from the high peaks between Lulu Sar and
Harifa; they combine at a hamlet known as Kotgali, about 12,000
feet in elevaticn. The basin above Kotgali is- buried in snow fromn
September to May of each year, but during the summer montbhs it is
beautifully green and affords excellent pasturage for the large flocks:
and herds of the Kohistanis an1the Gujars of Khghan. Below Kotgali
the descent towards the river is rocky for the first 16 miles to the
hamlet of Pashkari; the valley and the ueighboyuring mountain slopes
are covered with fine grass and vegetables. Bel»w Pashkari Indian-
corn felds begin; thesc are succeeded by wheat and barley fields,
and lower down, round the villages of Jalkot to the river-bank, rice is
largely grown.

“The Nila Nadi is formed by the combination of the Lehdi
Shinkor, Chordara, and lesser streams. It resembles the valley of the
Chachargah Katha, and [alls into the Indus, near the two villages of
Palas.

“The Chor glen, watered by the Chordara branch of the Nila
Nadi, is about 12 miles long from its source near the Kandi peak to
the back of Musa-ka-Musala mountain, aund its direction westward.
From this point it turns northwards. Thus far the level portion, or
base, of the glen is about 2 miles in width, and richly buried in grass

. and wild vegetables. It drains into the Kohistani Nila Nadi, but its
possession was long coveted by th: Allaiwals, who required summer
grazing-grounds at a higher elevation than they formerly possessed.
They consequently invaded and occupied it, and commenced thereby
a feud with the Kohistanis, which periodically leads to sharp fights, in
which sometimes one, sometimes the other, is successful ; But, on the
whole, \{lctol:y an.d the possession of the valley has been on the side
of Allai. The inhabitants of the neighbouring British valley of
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Bhogarmang, being Swatis, of the same tribe as the Allaiwals, favour
their claims and benefit by being permitted to use the glen for their
cattle and sheep every summer,

 Like the mountains of Chilas, those in Kohistan have similar
belts of rocky and snnw wastes from their crests to about 12,000 feet.
Pine forest and grass, down to 5,000’ or 6,000", and sharp rocky falls
and alternate fertile basins near the river.

“ The principal villages on the Indus downwards, in succession from
Chilas are Jalkot (onthe Chachargah Katha), Palas (on the Nila Nadi),
Kolai, and Batera. Above Jalkot, in the Chachargah valley, are Ghusali,
Shal, Bujia, Dadaban, Pashkari, and Kotgali,—all hamlets. Above
Palas in the Nila Nadi are Para, Gidar, Nila, Sharid, Tsak, Uncha
Nadi, Chiraka, Gondal, Lehdi, and Shenkor.

*“The villages on the river-bank are large, generally consisting of
400 to 500 houses, surrounded by rice-fields and fruit-trees. The
others are merely hamlets, generally deserted during the winter.”

The Kohistanis say they are Arabs by tribe and descent ; their
neighbours allege that 100 years ago or so they were idolators and
Hindus ; as a matter of fact, they are Dards, as is shown by their
division into four castes--

Ronus or Rana—the proprietors and aristocracy of the land.

Yashkun—vassals, holding land for service done to the tribe in

the field.

Kramin—artizans.

Dum—musicians, etc.

Scott says :(—

“ The Kohistanis are Muhammadans, but not Pathans. A power-
ful, well-built, brave but quiet, jolly people, resembling much the
Gujar. Though forced by a Moslem invader to become Muham-
madans, they are not fanatical, and not zealous in their religious obser-
vances, but reputed very hospitable ; have never submitted to the
Pathans, are independent of all central government, obedient to their
local chiefs, whn resemble the mukadams of the Gujar. Peaceful in
their social relations, they fight resolutely and under a kind of mar-
tial discipline, when roused. Their arms are matchlocks, very long
and heavy, resting, when fired, on iron forks, good falwars, knives,
and all carry spears, or rather iron-pointed alpenstocks, with which
weapon they fearlessly attack the bears that at times, when wild
roots are scarce, make raids on the sheep-folds. Their clothing,
which is of woollen cloth, like patfx, or coarse flannel, consists of
jacket and knickerbockers. Some wear the woollen night-cap sort
of head-dress like Chilasis, etc.,, but lately blue turbans, like those
worn by their neighbours in British territory, have been almost uni-
versally adopted.”

The “ Mulla” gives the following account of the Kohistanis :—

- “They present a marked difference in appearance to the Afghans
of Pukhtana ; they are fair and have sandy hair; are manly, well
made, and wear tight-fitting clothes, consisting of coat and trousers,
resembling somewhat those of the Europeans ; on their beads, the
hair of which is kept according tofancy, sometimes hanging Iong and
sometimes shorter, they wear a cap, consisting of a bag of brown
wool, rolled up so as to [orm a band ; when on atrip they wear leather

&
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wrappings round their feet and legs, ea("h consisting of a large goat-
skin, beginning at the great toe, which is left exposcd, as well as the
heel, and continuing up to the knee, and kept in place by a leather tie,
thus serving for both shoes and leggings.

“The women wear a loose jacket and trousers, those who can
afford it having cotton clothing next the skin; on their heads they
wear small round caps of cotton or wool, and when out of their villages
they generally have sheets, or blankets, over the caps. The hairis
woven in numerous plaits, ending in thread ties.

*The fond of these people, as in Pukhtana, consists of unleavened
bread of wheat, barley, or jowar flour, baked in ovens, or done on the
pan, eaten with buttermilk, vegetables gathered from the hills, or
with stewed meat.

“ There is no marked difference in the appearance of their villages
from those in Pukhtana; there is less seclusion amongst the women
ordinarily, and, in consequence, there are no outside screening walls,
excepting at the houses of the Maulvi or Saiad women.

“ During the summer the villagers leave their houses in the valley
and ascend with their belongings to the hills, where they cultivate the
‘ground.

“The arms of the people consist of a sword worn with cross-belt,
‘and long-barrelled matchlocks, which are home-made, and occasionally
imported. Powder is manufactured in the Kohistan, but lead is im-
-ported, and is used sparingly, being economised by moulding round
pebbles. The people are reputed good shots, children even excelling ;
they all take aim kneeling, the barrel resting on forked supports.”

Their language is a Dard dialect, either Torwalik, Chilis, or
‘Gowro,—it is not quite clear which. The principal grains are barley
and jowar. Rice also is cultivated, but to no grcat extent. The
‘mountain sides afford good pasture for the flocks and herds, but
there are scarcely any horses or ponies, as the nature of the country
precludes richness.

They trade considerably with Haripur, Rawal Pindi, and Hazara,
bringing down gold from Gilgit and their own country, and taking
back cloth, piece-goods, indigo, etc. They do not bring for sale the
fine class of pony to be found in their country, on account of the diffi-

culty of the road and enmities with other tribes.

They have large forests of deodar above Palas, and in Chor and
trans-Indus about and above Duber. About 1863 the Kaka Khels
started a trade in timber, and monopolised it for a considerable time;
but about 1866 the Kohistanis took to trading on their own account,
owing to a disagreement with the Kaka Khels. The Nawab of Amb
takes 8 annas a log transit due at Darband. Traders have to pay
money down in Kohistan before getting wood.

Owing to the feuds with the Allaiwals the logs are generally made
over to merchants at Palas.

The produce of their flocks and herds, wool, goats’ hair, gh,
blankets, and shawls, are the principal articles of wealth and t;rade‘,
they also wash gold-dust on the river-banks and cut timber in large
quantities for timber-merchants from Peshawar, Attock, etc.

Thc. gold.is obtained by washing in the Indus and other streams,
and the inhabitants state that they have traced this gnld to the margin
of the glaciers under which the gnld-dust was washed down,



27

It would be possible to open a good road for Kohistan traders.
which would induce others further off to come into our district by one
of the passes in the Kaghan glen or by the pass into the Bhogarmang
glen from Chor, but the objection to the latter is the feud between
the Allaiwals and Kohistanis. Friendly relations might easily be es-
tablished with these Kohistanis.

The Saiads of Kaghan are free to go and come throughout Kohis-
tan and levy tithes among the villages and hamlets.

Some of the Kohistan flocks and herds are brought down with
those of the Kaghanis to lower Hazara during the winter, but, as a
rule, they are merely taken to the lower slopes of their own moun-
tains.

The country on the north bank of the river is similar both in phy-
sical features and in the nationality of the inhabitants,

The principal villages are Seo, Patan, Jijal, Jalkot, Palas, and
Kolai.

Among the mountains and rocky glens of ‘the upper portions of
Kohistan and Chilas are ibex, brown bears, and marmots ; lower down
black bears, musk-deer, and splendid pheasants, and flying-squirrels
with a very soft black and brown fur.

There are no roads, properly so called, in Kohistan, though
traders do take laden mules up the Indus, and across the ranges from
Kaghan to theriver. In places the road along the river is good and
passes through small fertile basins, at others detours over-the rocky
precipices on its banks have to be made ; sometimes the only path-
way being over poles laid along the face of a cliff and requiring good "
nerve to venture over. Traders generally cross and recross the river
and alternately proceed up the opposite banks., There are ferries at
Patan to Palas, Jalkot to Sco, and one at Sazin to Tangir. Banias,
in search of g4s and wool, cross the passes of Kaghan into Kohistan -
with salt, indigo, cotton cloths, tobacco, etc. The usual paths follow-
ed by them are up the Bhogarmang glen over the Khandu Gali into
Chor; thence over the Azri Gali westward into Allai, or down the
Chordara to Palas; from Balakot up the Kunhar river to Sahoch, then
up the Ashna Katha over the Mirza Gali, east of Musa-ka-Musala
mountain to Chor, or up the Bliimbal, over Malik Seri to Chachargah, a
very rough path.:

Major McNeile, Deputy Commissioner of Hazara, classifies the

Kohistanis as follows ;:—
Fighting-men.-

Kur Khel Opair -, , . . . . . . 400
Kaluch . . . . . . . . 100
Shin- . « 3,500

He says that three-fourths of the fighting-men have matchlocks, and
that they are reputed brave. They manufacture their own gun-.
powder, but import lead.

The Shin villages of Palas and Kolai are frequently at feud ; in
fact, this feud divides Kohistan into two great factions, or camps,,
known as the Palaswals and Kolaiwals, and this is a very important
factor in Kohistan politics.

The Kohistanis purchase only cloth and indigo from us, so canaot
ke considered dependent on us.
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With regard to our relations with Kohistan there is not much to be
said. Up to 1893, the British Government had never really come into
contact with the tribe. There had been occasional slight differences
with them in the Kaghan and Bhogarmang ranges, and these usuall
when our Gujars, during the summer months, took their berds teo
graze in Chor; but these had always been amicably arranged.

At the beginning of 1834 the Kohistanis had a heavy civil claim
upon the Kaka Khel wood-merchants of Peshawar. The settlement
of this claim dragged on for years, and in August 1885 some of the
Kohistanis attempted to recoup themselves from Hazara subjects, but
they were blockaded, their property was seized, and they had to sub-
mit to the Government terms of settlement.

The tribe gave no further trouble to speak of until July 1890, when
a party of Kohistanis from Palas and Lehdi made a raid on the pas-
ture-grounds on the mountains which border Bhogarmang and carried
off cattle and goats to the value of Rs. 1,500. For this the tribe was
placed under blockade. In 18gt some Kohistanis of Jalkot carried off
two flocks of about 200 goats from Kaghan and killed one of the par-
ty of graziers who pursued them.

The Kohistanis subsequently made reparation for these raids,
and the blockade was removed.

The conduct of the Kohistanis in leading the attack on the Chilas:
post on the sth March 1893 was the first instance of serious hostili-
ty on the part of the tribe against the British Government. Subse-
quent to that attack they have given little trouble. They declined,
at the beginning of last year, to join in another attack on Chilas fort
when appealed to by the Shinaki clans. In September last year a
party of Jalkotis carried off 160 goats belonging to the Babusar dis-
trict and murdered a Gujar, Later on most of the gnats were return-
ed. This brings the history of our dealings with Kohistan up to the
present time.

The following notes on Kohistan, more especially the Jalkot and
Palas valleys, were compiled by Lieutenant J. F. Browne, R.A., when
in Kaghan in September-October 1893, and are given below veréa-
tim :—

The Kohistanis or Swatis are a mixed race most probably formed

Origin, etc. IIJ)y the intermarriage of Pathans, Chitralis, and
ogras.
_ They are descended from one Dharm, a Kashmiri, who on becom-
ing a Mussulman was driven out of Kashmir by the Dogras.

This occurred somewhere between 150 and 250 years ago ap-

parently.

Hence the cis-Indus Kohistanis are known by the generic name
of Dharm Khel. .
~ Dharm had four sons—Puins, Cheret, Kukur, and Manuk—and the:
four main subdivisions are named after them.

There are many minor subdivisions which I had not the time to

ascertain, but these four clans are the principal i 3
Palas valleys, principal in the Jalkot an

Puins Khel, The following are the headmen and places

' of residence ==
Nikalli Khan of Palas,
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Kamr Ali Khan.
Niatullah Khan of Sharid. A friendly chief.

Suja Khan.
Gurra Khan.
Cheret Khel. Mulla Mir Mahmud of Jalkot, Palas, and
Dumbeyla.
Mochu.
Kukur Khel. A Khan of Kolai. A Ilot of Kukur Khel
live in Allai, and are great traders,
Manuk Khek Shahdulla Khan of Girdar.

Cis-Kohistan consists mainly of two large valleys running west
into the Indus, the Palas being the southern

Country, etc. and smaller valley.
About 25 miles long by 6 wide. Drained
The Palas valley. by the Mushar river.

The Mushar river consists of two branches—the Lehdi Chor (zala),
rising at the foot of the Malik Seri pass, and the Dumbeyla Chor,
which drains the Chor grazing-grounds. These two streams combine
at Dumbeyla, and form the Mushar river.

The Mushar river joins the Indus at a place called the Kurat
Kamr (cliffs), about 12 miles north of Palas by road.

The Chor plateau, geographically speaking, belongs to Palas, but
at present is in the hands cf the Allaiwals. The Chor has an average
elevation of about g,000 feet, and there are several roads to it from

British territory.
The Andrak or Pashtu hills separate Palas from Allai, and the

Kandao or Aripai hills bound it on the north.
Palas itself consists of three villages—Palas, Bar Palas, and
Vi Shariel—while a gunshot across the Indus is
illages, etc. .
Patan, Headmen Hazrat Ali and Hachu,

Sharid, one day’s march from Palas up the Mushar river, contains
40 houses and several mills.

Dumbeyla contains about 15 houses, and has several water-mills.

Lehdi, two days’' march from Palas. A Gujars’ hamlet at the foot
of the Malik Seri.

The road from Bhimbal up the Nila Nadi and over the Malik

- Seri pass is the one generally used, but is ver
va&?ds into the Palas steep%n the British sige, though easy down ch
west slope of the pass.

There is a track over the Hotri pass which is precisely the
reverse, so that, if ever a mule-road had to be made, the best plan
would be to ascend to the top of the Hotri, skirt along the north
slope of Malik Seri Sar, 15,400 feet, and descend the zzl/g to Lehdi.

Detailed description of the Malik Seri and Hotri passes given
later on.

There are several tracks from the Chor down to Palas, but they
must be very difficult going.

From Bhimbal in Kaghan :—

First march.—Lehdi. Wood, grazing and

Marches, etc. water plentiful,
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Sccond march.—Sharid. Wood, grazing and water plentiful. Rice
cultivation.

Third march.—Palas,
 Should a force have to march this way from the Kaghan valley, a.
large depdt could be formed at Singal, where there is room for six
regiments, with ample wood, water, and grazing, and the camp could
be easily guarded.

About 35 miles long and 3} wide, running north-.
The Jalkot valley:  gast from Jalkot on the Indus up to Chachargah,

Is drained by the Jalkot river, which commences near-Chachargah.

Jalkot is a large village with about 250 houses, at the junction of-
the Jalkot Nala and the Indus.

The only other important village is Paliat, 60 houses.

The upper part of the valley consists of several large nalas, with-
excellent grazing.

In the lower portions of the valley there is a large-amount of Trice -
cultivation, and also a lot of timber.

The Kaka Khel timber-merchants from Attock and Peshawar do a

large trade up here in the summer, and are

Kaka Kbel. mtgch respecteg by the Kohistanis. ’

Should further information be wanted from Jalkot, it would be-
easy to send up a surveyor as a servant to the Kaka Khel.

From Palas along the river-bank, two marches to Jalkot, very.:
R difficult and only fit for men.
oads, etc.

This road was described to me as being like the road near Jared:
cliffs, on the opposite bank, where practically there was no.road..

2. From Sharid to Jalkot. Very difficult.

3. From Kundal to Jalkot. Fit for animals..

4. From Dhomdoma to Paliat. Difficult.

5. From Sahoch to Nili Birri. Difficult.

6. From Basal over to Chachargah.

The Kohistanis that I met were by no means- anignorant savage,
Character of the, lot. Some of them had been to Lahore and:
people. Peshawar, and on the whole they seem a fine-
race. This only applies to cis-Indus Kohistan. In all their dealings,
with neighbouring tribes, they are accounted as very honest and
straightforward, with, however, great greed for money.

They enquired particularly if the convoys going up to Chilas were
taking silver up, and when told that it was only ‘food, said that they'
had lots in their own country. So sharp are their trading instincts
that they donot allow a single Hindu baniz to live in the country,
and the saying about them is that “a Kohistani will rather part with
his wife than with a tola of gold-dust.” Moreover, the continual
fighting that has gone on about the possession of Chor has been
solely on account of the money received from Gujars for grazing:
their cattle, since the Kohistanis themselves are not a ; &

ey dislike the Kaghan Saiads intensely, a :
treacherous lot; the Aiglaiwals are looked géwgd u;zﬁ th?y areca

: ) dOKeE principally
owing to the fact that the two big Allai chiefs, Badur(Bahadur) Khan
and Arsala Khan, are descended from a weaver, an unmanly trade..

grazing com-
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The four big clans are continually fighting amongst themselves,
and even when the Allaiwals invaded Palas and took L.ehdi, Dum-
beyla, and Sharakot (the hmghts comnanding Palas), ‘the Kukur
Khel held aloof in or about 1833. Nor would the Manuk Khel
fight.

£ '‘On tM6occasion the Kohistani chiefs were :—

Kamr Ali Khan,

Mir Kamal Khan (Puins Khan), since dead,

Suja Khan,
and the whole Kohistani army numbered only 2,500 men,

In the early part of 1893 only 250 men went from Palas and Jal-
kot to attack’ Chilas, and, as far as [ can make out, lost the {ol-
Jowing :—

Jalkot coe ... 18 killed, 35 wounded.
Palas - “ee ) 6 1Y) 7 ”

24 . 42 5

Seo say they lost 58 killed and 80 weunded.

While Pattan lost 16 ,, , 5O ”

Total lossof cis-Indus :and trans- Indus Knhistanis about 100
'killed, 200 wounded, while the people from Tangir, Sazin, etc., lost
about 50 men altogether.

I questioned several men who had no connection with each other,
‘and their accounts tallied very fairly. Their estimate of the loss of
the Chilas garrison was 150 killed and wounded

Very few Kukur Khel and Puins Khel went to that business.

In the hot weather all the Jalkot people move up to Paliat; the
'Palas people up to Dumbeyla and Lehdi. During the harvest season
‘the men are not allowed to consort with the women, z.e., for two and
-a half months.

All the men that I came across were particularly fine, well-fed
‘men, far surpassing the Kaghan and Allai people in physique and
:?)lso in brains. On this account they are dreaded by their neigh-
‘bours.

They are essentially a people who want to be let alone, and the
"various raids that they are reported to have committed are not done
by Kohistanis at all, but by outlaws from British territory. A report
was sent to Colonel Hutchinson by the Saiads that the Kohistanis had
raided 300 goats in the Nila Nadi. On going up there it appeared
that the goats had never been raided there at all, but that an Allai-
‘wal outlaw named Droh, who has a following of six men, had come
down from Chor and taken them. Droh is, however, supported by
Gurra Khan and Mochu, notables of Palas.

Such keen traders are the Kohistanis, and so alive to the power
of the rupee, that I believe that if the Government offered a rupee
per diem for coolies to make a road from Thakot to Chilas, the
whole country would flock in. It is no use treating with headmen
each man looks after Number 1. The Kohistanis are not an unuqually
fanatical lot, but are acute enough to keep their country closed
against outsiders.
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Any amount of sheep and goats. A few ponies, mostly brought
down from Gilgit way. A number of don-
keys, which are the principal pack animals
in the country. Bear, markhor, ibex, leopards, and the usual small
game to be met with in Kaghan.

Crops, etc., rice, a little wheat, jowar, and millet. Grapes and
fruit of all sorts. Cotton, tobacco.

At Sharid there are some 40 or 50 men engaged in gold-wash-
ing. Their takings vary from Rs. 2 to 8 annas a day, and a little
gold is also washed out of the Indus sand at Jalkot.

The country is a self-supportinug one, and the principal trade
is—

Products, ete.

Exports.—Gold-dust and woollen cloths,
Imports.—Iron, lead, sulphur, powder.

On the top of the Malik Seri pass I came across an empty Curtis
and Harvey’s powder flask which did not look very old, though the
bottom had been knocked out of it.

The usual matchlock, sword, etc., but in addition a long heavy
spear is carried with a broad iron blade about
8” long by 4” wide.

Almost all the above information was given me by a Puins Khel
Kohistani who had fled owing to a blood feud at Sharid.

- The Kobhistani offered to take me all over the country next April
if I was allowed to go.

Arms, etc.

There are several passes more or less im-
intF;epcI){r:)hi‘;?anthaogaS:lel: portant leading out of the Kaghan valley on
Kaghan valley. the \ﬁrest and north, Commencing from the

north :—

1. The first is the Babusar, 13,400, which has been {ully described.

2. The next is the Botogah, Patoghar, or Lohe Lahol.

This pass runs north from the commencement of the Gittidas
Nala, and is really a large valley, some 6 miles long by 2 broad.

This has, however, been traversed and described by Lieutenant
Douglas, 2nd Benzal Lancers. (Vide Route No. 14.)

The only connection it has with Kohistan is that one road leads
from it to Thak, and another rough goat track runs along ina W.
S. S. direction alorg the northern crest of the Lulu Sar ridge into the
Dudubudge valley ; thence down to Chachargah aud Jalkot.

This road is called the Chor Gali, has an average elevation of
about 13,200’, has snow lying on it for eight months in the year, and
is very difficult.

Its only importance is that should the Kohistanis decide to
attack a convoy going to the Babusar, this is the road that they
would probably travel along, since the Lulu Sar lake and ridge would
%rew;,nt their being attacked in flank by any covering parties from

asal.

3. The next in order along the frontier line is the Dudubudge,
13,300" approximately.

Thisl_{)ass is not one of the main passes into Kohistan from Ka-
ghan. However, it is on the main road to Thak from Basal.

_ The ascent is very easy, but the descent rather difficult. Its
principal importance is that by means of it the Chachargah pass is



33

rendercd incapahle of defence by the Kohistanis, since it completely
turnsit. The Dudubudge Nala joins the Chachargah Nala at Chachar-
gah, and is part of the same system.

4. The Chachargah pass,13,400". The easiest and most important
pass into northern Kohistan valley. Described hereafter.

5. The Gitiwali Nala. Is a small valley, also completely turning
the Chachargah pass; the two valleys also meet at Chachargabh,

Owing to the fact that above passes, 3, 4, 5, all meet at Chachargah
some 5 miles down the Kohistan (Jalkot valley), it is impossible to
hold one without holding the other two.

This means holding the north ridge of the Aphuta Pani Nala for

1 miles.
3 The whole of this ridge could easily be shelled from the opposite
hills. If the Kohistanis ever meant mischief, they would hold the
mouth of the Aphuta Pani in our territory, where it is only 4 mile
wide.

After a very careful examination of the vicinity of the Chachargah
pass, not the smallest signs of the presence of Kohistanis having
been there were detected.

6. The Bas Galli pass leading from Dunga Katha into the Jalkot
valley down the Shush Gali.

This is a mere Gujars’ track, is not generally used, nor is it of
much importance, since it is devious and out of the way.

7. The Shush Gali, 13,500". Leading from Domel up the Lal
Mokaddam Sapat Nala into Kohistan Sapat. A very dillicult high
pass, not at present Practicable for mules, and turning the main Sapat
pass. One long day’s march from Domel to Kohistan Sapat. Only
open for four months in the year, and not generally used.

8. The Sapat, 13,400". The main road from Jalkot to Kaghan
and Kashmir. Described herecafter.

9. The Dhomdoma, 13,603. Much used by men and unladen
animals. More difficult than the Sapat, but shorter. Described
hereafter.

10. The Nila Nadi or Harifa, from Bhimbal turning the Dhomdo-
ma. Only practicable for hill.men, and exceedingly dangerous.

The above comprise all the known tracks into northern Kohistan
(Jalkot) from Kaghan,

11. The Hotri, from Singal to Kohistan and Palas.

The portion up to the Malik Seri crest-line is easy ; the remuinder
down to Pul Bela is impassable for animals.

12. The Malik Seri. Described hereafter.

(11) and (12). Lead to Palas from Kaghan.

Leaving camp at Basal, the road runs due north to the Lulu Sar

Description of the Cha- lake, and is easy going. From here it ascends
Chargah pass. and keeps along the rocks on south-west
edge of the lake and some way above it, about 200". At 14 miles
the road again descends into the Aphuta Pani Nala, which it crosses
and goes over to the left bank, 11,300 Up to this point the road is
easy, and could be made practicable for mules in a very short time.
Road runs along left bank of #ala for a short time, and is bad. At 2
miles nala is again crossed, and a steep ascent is made up south side,
up about 8oo feet,

5
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This portion is bad. From here road runs along level and well
up the bank, till at 3 miles the junction of the Dudubudge Nala is
reached, 12,400, Road easy and level, with now and then pieces of
rock. '

From here road runs north up the Dudubudge valley, rapidl
ascending, but with no difficulties. Steepest slope §. At 6 miles the
vailey becomes level again. From here is one road branching off to
the right to Dudubudge.

Road turns west and ascends to the crest of kotal, which is reach
ed at 53 miles, 13,400. Very easy for mules.

At the top about 100 yards of snow had to be crossed. Road then
runs down an easy spur north-west into the open Chachargah valley.

At 6 miles water is reached, and the road runs down the nala
north-west. Very easy going. ‘

At 7 miles the valley narrows at a small Gujar settlement called
Kol Makoli, eight houses and several remains of sheep-folds, etc.

From Kol Makol: the road continues in the same direction, and is
easy going, though the descent is much more rapid. Several snow
bridges are crossed, and patches of boulders. At 9 miles a more
open patch is reached, where there are fwo Gujars’ huts; at 10
miles the Gitiwali Nala is reached. coming in from the west, And
here there is an excellent camping-ground for three regiments, with
plenty of timber and grazing. Here were the remains of two Gujars’
huts.” At 11 miles Chachargah is reached, 4 huts. A wide open
maidan with several well-marked tracks leading toc Thur, Sapat and
Dudubudge. The bottom of the Chachargah Nala is about half mile
wide,

A very easy march from Basal. Wood, water and grazing avail-
able almost anywhere, and the heights on each side easy to crown,
since they mostly consist of rolling downs, and do not ascend more
than 1,000’ on each side.

By far the easiest road into Kohistan from Kaghan valley.

Starting from Sahoch, 7,850, at g A.M. the road runs north up right

Description of the Sapat bank of #ale, gradually ascending. It is
pass. bad, but fit for mules. At 1 mile the road
crosses a large ravine coming in from the left, and then commences
a very steep ascent of 1,200 at the Randi-ki-Katha.  Average slope
of hill 4.  This piece is quite impassable for Government mules at
present,

10 AM.—Road then runs along fairly level ground, 1,000 above the
stream, and takes several very sharp turns on the cliff, one of these
at Kangur-ki-Koti being quite impassable for mules, with a very
steep ascent and descent. Very difficult even for coolies.

. At 3 miles road runs level amongst pine-trees, and then drops
into the bed of the stream. A snow bridge crossed at 33 miles.
Road here could easily be made fit for mules.

11 A.M.—Domel is reached about g,500°. There are here about
20 Gujars’, huts. Ample room for two regiments to encamp. Flat
plateau with plenty of water, timber and grazing.*

o t}};lealet:s(,it I}ere, and then went 2 miles up the Lal Mokaddam Nala
along a narrow ridge very steep for the first 4 mile, and

* Norte.—The Balakot Gujars come here. Guides should be obtained from them,
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then easy. From a point 2 miles from Domel saw that the head of
the valley was completely blocked with snow and at present impass-
able, so had to return. About 3 miiles further up the vallcy is a
village called Sapat, 10 huts, and from here are roads : —

(1) To Bas Gali.

(2) To Aphuta Pani.

(3) To Kohistan Sapat /¢ Shush Gali. One long day's

march.

All the above roads very difficult.

1 P.M.—Started up north-west branch of #ala, crossing and
recrossing it several times, over snow bridges. Road gencrally easy,
though a steep ascent.

1-50 P.M.—At 5 miles Sapat, 10,575, is reached. No timber.
20 houses. Ample grazing and water. Room for two regiments.

Road then ascends north-west up left bank of #za/a, and is very
bad going for 1 mile (6 miles).

Road then gradually trends north and
north-east, and is very steep and almost im-

Snow began to fall, ren-
dering marching slow.

passable for animals.

4 P.M.—At 7 miles the height is about 12,570" : ground covered
with rocky boulders. Road then becomes more level and runs into a
sort of crater surrounded by black rocks. :

The foot of the kofa/ is then reached. Aotal consists of a razor-
back 300" high, and is very bad going.

5 P.M.—The crest of the #ofal/, 13,400, is reached. A very
hard and difficult climb altogether. Only two
mcn were able to get up.

From here road runs north-north-east to the so-called Kohistan
Sapat or Burj Beik (Bezk.—Sheepfold). At Burj Beik are 6 Kohis-
tani houses, at present empty. About 1 mile beyond is the entrance
to Shush Gali.

Snow falling.

Snow ceased falling.

From kolal back to Sapat one hour's hard

march. Halted 6 P. M.
The difficulties of the above march perhaps are exaggerated since
a start was not made till g A.M. owing to
the rain, and the snow falling made marchirg
slow. However, in its present state, the pass is impassable for mules.

The next morning (October 2nd) the hills between the Sapat and
Dhomdoma pass were crossed with a view to seeing if there was
any road into Kohistan over them, but the ground is absolutely im-
passable. :

8 A.M.—Left Sapat, and marched through the snow up road to
Sapat pass for § mile. Thence ascend rapidly to 12,000’, direction
south and south-west, and along Gujars’ path, at the head of the
Kangur and Randi Kathas, keeping as high as possible. Road cover-
ed with ice and snow. ‘

10-15 A.M.—The crest of the east side of the Dhomdoma-ki-
Malli is reached. Track then descends into nal/4 at 5 miles and
goes north.

This nala, though apparently easy and open, ends in a cu/-de-snc.
Should, however, there be any chance of making a road over the
Dhomdoma, this #ala should be explored.

Note.
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Road crosses nala, and again ascends south-west to about
13,000’, keeping as high as possible over very rough ground, impass-
able for men in boots ; but in grass shoes and with a plentiful use
of hands contrived to get along. Snow began to melt, and rocks
very slippery.

12 NOON.—Road continues the same. At 1 P.M. direction sud-
denly changes to morth, and here a black
crater is reached, 74 miles from Sapat,
Slight descent. The ground covered with very large loose boulc}ers
at an angle of § and 4, and up the pass there. are about 1,000" of
boulders very difficult going ; at the end of this 600 of razor-back,
which necessitate frequent halts. '

1-45 p.M.—The summit of the kotal is reachefi at 13,600: Qn
the north side some 500 yards of deep snow forming a cornice in
some places.

From the fotal Paliat, four stages from Jalkot, can be seen. As
far as can be judged, the going seemed to be easy. General direc-
tion north. About 2 mile down the %ofa/ on the north side several
small lakes.

Saw some Kohistanis (armed) on the top. };xbout 8 ofdthem.

. As my own party was only 3, could not
torcwoil?;:l sﬁ‘,:‘:”;"i‘;,“y atfo procee};i furth%r. yThey infg,rmed me that
Paliat, who was beaten by there were 250 men in Paliat prepared to
the Kohistanis and kicked rajd down in the Narang direction. Shortly
out of the place. alterwards they returned towards Paliat, and
we met another man bringing an unladen donkey over. Said that
Paliat was full of men.

2-15 P.M.—Started to return to Dhomdoma. Road runs south-
south-east for 1 mile, going over very rough boulders, and descending
about §. At t mile the descent continues along a sharp koife ridge.
Is very steep (at §) for half a mile. At 2 miles the Gujar settlement of
Malli is reached. Six well built houses with a deep ravine on each
side. Road runs from here north-west for & mile down to the bed
of the ravine, and then runs along the right bank 1,000’ above the

Heavy snow bogan to }zvater-level for 4 mile. The road is unlit
fall and continued ali night. 10T l1aden mules. From here road descends
. . 1,500  at 4, almost into the bed of the #a/a,
and is quite unfit for mules. From this point there is a somewhat
better path leading to the Trangir Nala, down which possibly mules
might go. Road down the bed of the n#alz is very bad indeed, cross-

ing and recrossing several times, and is unfit for any formed body of
men to move over.

6-15 P.M.—At 3} miles Dhomdoma was reached, 8,300’. A
large camping-ground ; 3 water-mills; 20 houses. Provisions pro-
curable for small party. Plenty of timber, grass, and water.

The difficulties of the Dhomdoma pass may be estimated by the

fact that there is a rise of " i
5,300" in 3% miles and that a part
of th 1 Pt
Dho;;c:}f;;l;.aden men took four hours to descend from the Aotal to

~ The rgad could never b
1s exceedingly likely the Ko

The Dhomdoma pass.

e made of any use for troops, though it
histanis may raid down it.
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The road could be completely closed by erecting a tower at Malli
and putting a small levy police post (say 12 men) into it. Helio-
graph communication can be established between Malli and Narang.

4 A.M.—Leave Bhimbal (7,900") and proceed up the Nila Nadi Nala

: : along left bank; general direction north-west.
HTh.e Malik Seri and p,.4 fair and could be easily improved.
otri passes. Several places would require blasting. At 2
miles begins a very steep ascent up 600’ of rock cut in rough steps
about 2’ high (8,500"). At 3 miles a waterfall is reached_, and from
here road is level, and would require very little making. At 3%
miles the Singal plain is reached. This valley is about 1 mile long, }
mile wide, and covered with water. At 44 miles the end of the plain
is reached, and here it branches into two parts—one branch running
up to Malik Seri, and one to Nila Nadi. At the mouth of th(? Ma]i.k
Seri Nala is a large maidan, dry and fit for a large camp (six regi-
ments), with plenty of timber, water and grazing. Eight Gujars’
huts.

6-30 A.M.—Road then runs almost due west. Is very easy, and
would want little work to make it fit for mules. At 61 miles the
village of Malik Seri (12 huts) is passed on the right bank of the
stream. Still keeping to left bank, at 7 miles the foot of the Malik
Seri Kotal is reached.

From thence a steep slippery grass slope of 4, 2,000’ high, up
which no animals were able to get at all. At 8 miles the summit of
the Malik Seri Kotal was reached (14,000).

12 NOON.—The last ascent is very difficult indeed, and only practi-
cable for a laden mule on a dry day. On the top of the pass was snow,
12 feet deep, apparently of the year before. Road runs along sum-
mit north for 4 mile, and then descends a zala to the village of
Lehdi, which can be seen about 3 miles down. Descent looks very
easy.

)”l‘here is a path round the north edge of Malik Seri Sar running to the
Hotri pass, but it was difficult. Two men were attacked by mountain
sickness here, and had to go down. Self and a Kohistani guide
ascended Malik Seri Sar, 15,400’, in hopes of getting a view, but were’
stopped by the snow commencing to fall. and had the greatest diffi-
culty in getting to the Hotri Kotal (13,800%.

3-30 P.M.—The Hotri Kotal is about the same distance from
Malik Seri village as the Malik Seri pass is. The upper portion is
only 300" high, and consists of loose skingle, while the whole lower
portion is very easy, and a good road could be made since there is
ample room to curve about,

7-30 P.M.—Reached Bhimbal.

The Malik Seri is the most direct and easiest road to Palas, but
the last £ofa/ is a very formidable obstacle. If a road was made, it
should ascend the Hotri, skirt round the Malik Seri hill on the north,
and descend to Lehdi by the Malik Seri road.

The Hotri pass, half-way to Pul Bela, becomes impassable even
for laden coolies! The Malik Seri looks easy.

The above information canonly be approximately correct since
there was very little time to collect it in. The
heights given are only approximate also, since
my barometer was damaged on the Chachargah pass.

General remarks.
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On every occasion [ endeavoured to get my inforn.ztion corro-
borated by several men, but was not always successful, and have
written nothing except what has been verified by at least two
men.

With regard to the Kohistanis raidirg on Kaghan, the most likely
ways they would come would be over the Dhomdoma, and by Chor
Gali down the Botogah valley and by the Sapat.

The best way undoubtedly to stop this would be to send a force
vid Basal, Chachargah and Paliat to Draza-ka-Pul, where all the roads
leading to Jalkot meet.

A small post near Singal would prevent the Palas people doing
anything, and would also serve to protect a dep6t, which it would be
necessary to form in case of an advance being made on Palas.

With regard to raiding from the Chor direction, the Allaiwals
should be made responsible since they hold the country right up to
Kundi.

The tree limit on the southern slopes of the hills is usually about
10,000 feet ; on northern slopes about 11,000, ard fuel would become
‘a difficulty above those heights, Water and grass available almost
everywhere,

IT Jalkot were attacked, Draza-ka-Pul would be where a fight
might be expected.

The Palas people would fight at Sharid in all likelihood.

The following information about Kohistan was collected in 1893
by Lieutenant Douglas from native sources :—

The country known as the Indus Kohistan is said to include the
following valleys :—

On the left bank of the Indus—

Jalkot, Palas, and Kolai.

On the right bank—

Kandia or Khili, Seo, Patan, Jijal, Daber, and Raniliya.

The people speak a different language to those higher up the
river, or perhaps only a different dialect.

They are said to be Shins, with a few of the other Dard castes—
Yashkuns Kramins, and Dums. They intermarry to a certain extent
with the Pathans, but apparently not with the Chilasis and other

. Shin tribes in the upper part of the valley.

Falkot.—]Jalkot is a large village 54 miles below Sumar. There
are two bad paris on the road between Sumar and Jaikot. The
usual stages are :—

(1) Panbar—24 miles; no village,

(2) Chuchung——28 miles, opposite Seo, and 2 miles above Jalkot.

The village contains 2,000 men. Their headmen are Misri Khan,
Sher, and Yusuf. Rahatullah, one of the headmen, is said to have
been killed in the attack on Chilas. '

The Sapat water flows in 4} miles below Jalkot, and the valley
belongs to the Jalkotis. It is a large stream, said to be as big as the
Astor river. i
_ Palas—The Palas valley is 32 miles below jalkot. The stream
1s as big as the Botogah. There are three forts, one on the river and
two up the valley, the highest being 6 miles from the mouth, They
contain altogether 2,000 men. Headman Nek Ali,
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Kolai.-=The Kolai valley is 10 miles below Palas and about the
same size. No fort. The village is 3 miles from the river and con-
tains 1,500 men. Headman Wali Malik.

Kandia.—The Kandiz valley is about 30 miles from Tangir on
the right bank of the Indus. It contains about 1,500 men.

Seo.—Seo is about 32 miles from Kandia and 2 miles above Jalkot
on the opposite side. The valley is as big as the Botogah, and con-
tains 700, men in villages.

Patan.—Patan is opposite Palas. There is a fort on the river
containing over 2,000 men. Headman Hazrat Ali. The road from
Seo to Patan is very bad. It is two days’ journey.

Fijal.—]ijal is opposite Kolai, and belongs to Patan. There are
400 men in villages.

Daber.—A valley 4 miles below Jijal. The village is 12 miles
from the river and contains 700 men.

Raniliya—A branch of the Daber valley containing 500 men,
The people are independent, but usually combine with those of
Daber.



CHAPTER IV.

SHINAKA (DARDISTAN). /'"‘

The tract of country lying on either side of the Indus below/éunji
to the Lahtar Nadi, where the Indus takes a final pend towards the
south, is known throughout the surrounding regions as‘Shinaka,
though in the Punjab it appears to be sometimes spokeq..bf as Dard-
istan. This tract is bounded on the north by the great watershed
which forms the southern limit of the Gilgit basin. Op the east by
Nanga Parbat and the mountain masses, which spril}g from it, on the
south by Kashmir and Kaghan, and on the west by th& Indus Kohistan.
It comprises the districts of Chilas (including the Thak, Botogah, Gine,
Bunar, Khinargah, Hodar, Giche and Thur yalleys¥), Gor, Dare],
Tangir, Harban, Shatial, Sazin and Sumar, ich are all described
below. This tract is, roughly speaking, abgfit 50 miles broad by 6o
or 70 long.

The country is mountainous, and t
The mountains are arranged in ridg
15,000 feet, the tops consisting mos : '
tation is met with only where there 6 running water; otherwise, the
country is dry and barren. The JAgher ranges are, however, well
covered with grass and forest and/fford good pasturage for the flocks
and herds of the inhabitants. The forest trees consist mostly of ¢/:7,
kachil, chilgoza, pencil cedar ghd birch; grass does not grow below
10,000 feet, while, from 14,000 to 13,000 feet, the mountains are
covered with small shrubgf instead of trees, some of which afford
good firewood. The prifcipal passes across the mountains into
Shinaka are the Choncha# pass, from Gilgit, and the Babusar, from
Kaghan. There are sgveral other minor passes, but none of them
are fit for beasts of rden. These different passes will be found
described below. Allfthe passes are closed by snow during the winter

months, when Shingka can only be entered by the routes along the
Indus.

ground rugged and stony.
, and rise in some cases to
of precipitous peaks. Vege-

Cultivation igonly carried on in the vicinity of each village. Wheat,
barley, Indianyforn and beans are grown. Wheat is sown in Septem-
ber and reapgd in May. Other grains are sown in April, and reaped
in Septembgr. Oxen, goats, and sheep are kept in large numbers,
also a fewgbuffaloes and asses, but no mules or ponies. Ordinarily
one famifff possesses four or five cows, a pair of bullocks and fifty or
sixty gbats and sheep. It is not customary to milk the cows, as
goats’/ milk is-preferred. The inhabitants are Suni Muhammadans,
and divided, like all Dards, into four castes—Shin, Yashkun, Kramin,
ang’ Dum, the Shin and Yashkun predominating. There are, it

* Douglas says that the district of Chilas
hilas and the valleys of Gine,
on the right bank of the Indus,
" been adhered to.

proper consists only of the village of
Botogah and Giche on the left bank and Khinargah

In this report the wider definition given above has
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aphears, none of the Ronu caste in Shinaka. Shina is the language
spoRen throughout the country. The people mostly acknowledge a
nomingl allegiance to the Maharaja of Kashmir, and pay annually a
small tepute of goats and gold-dust. The Maharaja was till recently
represented by an official at Chilas, but practically the people were
independent and managed their own affairs. Each valley was, in
reality, a 522111 republican state of whose system of government
Mr. Drew gAye the following interesting account :— .

““There is & general assembly of the people called sigas, which
decides on almigst every matter. It is called together by beat of
drum ; men, old agd young, attend it, but not women ; none who have
the right to attendy are allowed to be absent, under pain of fine. In
this assembly the rights of a minority are carefully guarded. [ have
been told that, if eve one man, supposing him to be of any consider-
ation, object to a polidy, it cannot be carried out; the assembly is
adjourned for a few day%, and in the interval effort is made either to
convince the objector or¥o modily the proposal; then meeting, they

may perhaps have again o adjourn; but in time something or other
is sure to be arranged. %,

. :

“The executive consists §f a few men, may be five or six, chosen
by the people in their assenthly. These are called Fasktcro in the
Dard language. They are chigsen for their wisdom; but here, as
elsewhere, wealth seems to havl, influence to convince the people of
the wisdom of those who posse'sé;s it. The office of Fashtero is not
hereditary; the Faskiteros must®e in general accord with the as-
sembly; else they will be displé;gl. The Fashteros deliberate
together on a policy, but cannot cakry it out without the consent of
the assembly of the people, which the glemselves call together. The

Faskteros are also arbitrators to selgle disputes about water and
wood, and what not. " ‘%i

“Where the valley is large, like, for iﬁiéance, Darel, each village
has its own szgas, or assembly, which settlgs the particular affairs of
that village, while for matters of more genégal policy the Fashteros
of all the villages first meet, and make amsfg themselves a plan to
propose, and then a general parliament is callgd; that is, the people
themselves of all the villages together meet to “hear and decide. If
all of the villages cannot agree on one policy,ythen each is free to
pursue its own without serving the federal bond. %I'hus, I have heard
that some villages have joined with one power—Mgve agreed to pay
tribute—while others of the same valley have don® the same to the
rival power. But they could not, of course, actively }pin on opposite
sides.” %

The men are of moderate height, healthy, with shorBnecks, broad
chests, and muscular legs. They are strong enough,3but cannot
stand hard labour, and are particularly bad as coolies. They fight
well behind fortifications, as proved by the defence of ChRas against
the Kashmir troops, but they will not stand for a moment in{hc open,
They object to travelling under a hot sun, and would be aljogether
useless for military purposes, either as soldiers or as coolie} As a

rule, each man possesses a sword and matchlock, but bdgs and
arrows are also used,
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The whole of Shinaka can probably turn out about 6,000 fighting-
men as follows —

Chilas oo ves 1,000
Gor 300
Darcl 2,000
Tangir ... e 1,500
Harban, Shaiial, Sazin and Sumar o 1,200

Total 6,000

It must, however, be remembered that this is only a roughly ap-

roximate estimate. :

At the beginning of winter the country is very subject to fever,
which often causes great mortality. In the event of an expedition
to Shinaka, the manths of May or September would certainly be the
most suitable season for it, both with regard to the crops and the
climate.

The dress of the Shinaka people is much the same as that of
other Dards. The walls and towers of their forts are built of rough
stone and mud ; the enclosing walls are not, as a rule, more than 7 or
8 feet high. The roofs of houses are of wood. The houses are very
small and built cloze to each other for protection against cold. The
are sometimes two-storied. Two or three families usually live in the
same cnclosures.

English and Kashmir coins are very little in use, the people
usually carrying on all transactions either by barter, or with gold-
dust, or with their own son rupee, which is valued at 1} British
rupces. Salt and cotton clothes are principal imports; these are
paid for in gold, which is obtained from washings and is valued at
about Rs. 16 per to/a (Indian).

The river Indus divides Shinaka into two parts. Douglas (1893)
gives the following description of the Indus between Bunji and
Chilas :—

General description.—The total length of the Indus from Bunji
to the mouth of the Botogah stream at Chilas is about 50 miles.
The fall in this distance is about 1,000 fect.

Breadth.—The river flows in a distinct channel, to which it is
confined in winter, when its breadth is almost everywhere from 150
to 200 yards. There is a distinct bank all along on both sides which
is seldom less than 100 feet high, so that the river nowhere attains
a great breadth even when in high flood. I doubt if there is any
place where it is ever 500 yards wide, though sometimes at some of
the bends the breadth might be a quarter of a mile.

In two places the river narrows considerably, :z., at the mouth
of the Shingah Nala and again at Ges, half way between the mouths
of the Bunar and Ke Ges streams. In both these places it flows
between steep rocky cliffs on both sides, and the channel is about
100 yards wide,

Rise.—The river begins to rise with the melting of the snow
about the middle of April. The rise is at first gradual and slight.
Later on it is said to risc at times very rapidly,
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The ordinary summer level appears to he about 20 feet above the
lowest winter level. In some places where the chanuel is narrow
and the banks steep it appears sometimes to rise to as much as 40
or 50 feet above its winter bed. In winter the current, though
gentle in a few places where the riveris very deep, is as arule
swilt, and there are many rapids. The average rate in winter is pio-
bably from 3 to 4 miles per hour.

Nature of country.—The valley through which the river runs is
mostly very narrow, quite barren and uncultivated, the most open
part being the stretch between Darang and Ges. With the cxcep-
tion of Chilas itself, the villaces and cultivation are confined te the
lateral valleys, and the ouly inhabited places in the main valley are
the villages of Darang, Ges, and Thalpin, all at the mouths of smaller
valleys. |

Astoy river to Lechir.—The Bunji plain ends at the Astor river,
and the valley then gradually narrows to the bend above Lechir, were
the hills on both sides close in to the river. Thore is a high steep
bank all along here on both sides.

Lechiv to Darang.—From this point for about 6 miles on the
right bank is a series of parss, steep, rocky hillsides coming right
down to the water’s edge. Thence to Darang the slopes are more
gentle, and for two miles above Darang the ground is comparatively
open.
¥ On the left bank below Lechir the hills are not so rocky. Im-
mediately below the Lechir stream is a small plateau above the river,
but lower down, as far as the bend at Darang, the hills run steeply
down to the river, ending almost everywhere in a very steep drop of
several hundred feet.

Commencing at abcut 5 miles from Lechic are numerous hot
sulphurous springs close to the water. The country peopl: come
from long distances in winter to take the mud from these springs,
which they give as medicine to their flocks and cattle.

Darang to Ges.—Immediately below Darang the hills on the
right bank again close in, and thence, tili the Ges plain is reached,
there is no open ground with the exception of a small space at the
mouth of the Damasal Nala. Hecre there are some tamarisk trecs
and room for a small force to encamp. Just below Darang, and
again just above the Ges plain, are two very bad rocky paris. In
other places there is mostly a narrow ledge above the river, along
which the track runs. The Ges plainis stony in some parts; in
others loose sand. It rises towards the centre, and is quite bare of
vegetation, the only cultivation being at the mouth of the na/as.

On the left bank between Darang and Ges the country is
comparatively open. All along here are a series of narrow, undulat-
ing, stony plateaux, varying in width from } mile to a mile, and
intersected by deep nalas. These plateaux mostly terminate abruptly
in a steep drop of several hundred feet to the river. They are
covered with a sparse growth of grass and worm-wood. A mile
below the mouth of the Bunar stream is a rocky par/; below this the
hills again reccde, leaving a stony plain at the bend. Both this
and the Ges plain opposite have a distinct bank, 1oo to 200 fcet
high, immediately above the river,
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Ges to Chilas.—Below Ges on the right bank the hills are again
<lose to the river at first; they then recede somewhat, and thence to
Thalpin there is a narrow slony plateau. This plateau is mostly 700
or 800 feet above the river, with a steep drop down to it. Thalpin is
situated on a small fan-shaped open space sloping down to the river,
with a rocky ledge above the water. Below Thalpin the hills on the
right bank again close in, leaving only a very narrow ledge 200 to
250 feet above the river, along which the track runs. There is an
open stony plain opposite the mouth of Giche Nala, below which
as far as Hodar the hills again come close down to the water’s edge.

From the plain opposite Ges till the Thak valley is reached there
is no open space of any considerable size. The river flows generally
below a steep rocky bank, mostly inaccessible, and varying in height
from 100 to 300 feet. Above this there is in most places a rocky or
sandy ledge, along which the road is carried, and above that again are
steeper slopes and in many places perpendicular cliffs. Just above
the Thak stream a projecting spur slopes steeply down to the river,
but it is not rocky.

The bottom of the ravine, through which the Thak stream flows,
s about 600 fect below the plain to the west of it with steep rocky
banks. This plain is stony and undulating, bare of vegetation,
except for a little worm-wood. At its eastern end it drops to the
river in a steep rocky slope some 700 feet high. Above the mouth
of the Botogah the slope is most gradual, the bank immediately above
the water being about 100 feet high, The Botogah stream also
flows through a deep ravine with steep banks 500 feet high where the
fort is situated, and gradually decreasing in height towards the river.

Chilas plain—The Chilas plain at its eastern end is almost
level at the top where it is stony and uncultivated. It then slopes
gradually and (allsin a series of terraced ridges to the river. ltis
intersected by numerous dry nalas, all of which are between stee
banks. There is all along a sloping bank about 100 feet high above
the river., The plain narrows gradually towards the Giche Nala,
below which is another stony plain at the bend. Opposite Hodar the
hills are down to the water, and are steep and rocky.

Means of crossing: raft ferries.—Below the mouth of the
Astor river, where there is at present a ferry boat, the only means
of crossing the river available are raits made of massaks. A good
raft of six massaks will carry 12 or 15 men at a time. Ralfts are also
made with logs of wood instead of massaks, but their carrying power
is much less, and they are more difficult to manage. The rafts at
present 1n use are one at the Jiliper post, one at Ges, and two at
Chilas. There is also a log ralt worked by the villagers at Chilas
anda massak raft at Hodar. In winter rafts can cross almost every-
where where there are no rapids and the nature of the banks permit
of access. .In summer, however, when the river is in high flood
communication is almost entirely closed for a time. I am told
that the ouly place where the ferry works regularly all the year
rpund is at Chilas, a mile below the mouth of the Botogah. The
river here is a’tzout 200 yards wide, with a Comparativély gentle
current, a sloping bank on the left, and a high stecp bank on the
right, which is, however, easily accessible at the point of crossing.
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Ferries—The ferry at Darang, at thc mouth of the Gor stream,
is said to be closed for two months in the year. The river here
varies from 152 yards wide in winter to about 200 yards in summer,
with a fairly strong current.

At the mouth of the Bunar stream is another place, where a ferry
can be worked in summer, but it is very ditficult. It is used only in
case of necessity, and the raft is towed by hand for about 450 yards
up stream before crossing.

The ferry boat at the mouth of the Astor river can work all the
year round. The river is here about 300 yards wide in summer,
The boat will carry 50 men with ease.

[n addition to the above, the following places are suitable for
ferries in winter, and most of them are occasionally used ;—

The bend just above Lechir.

I'ive miles below Lechir opposite to hot springs. There are
usually some gold-washers living here on the right bank.

Oppnsite the mouth of the Damasal Nala. This is an easy
ferry in winter, but the banks on the left are almost
inaccessible when the river is high, and the current is
very swilt.

Just below the mouth of the Jiliper Nala.

Just below the mouth of the Shingah Nala.

At the mouth of the Am Ges Nala.

At Ke Ges, about 1,000 yards above the mouth of the stream.
An casy ferry in winter. In summer the stream here is
very rapid, but I think it would be possible to work a ferry.

Two miles below the mouth of the Ke*Ges stream, just above
where the river bends somewhat to the east. Easy in
winter.

At the mouth of the Gine Nala. FEasy crossing in winter, but
the right bank steep and difficult.

About 1,000 yards below the Dungah stream. This place is
marked by some gold-washer’s huts on the right bank.

At the mouth of the Thak stream.

Near Thalpin, balf a mile below the mouth of the Khinargah.
This is a good deal used in winter, and is just below
where the river narrows between rocks. River 150
yards wide ; current 4 miles per hour in winter. The
rocky nature of the banks on the left and the strength of
the current render it useless in summer.

Below Chilas a ferry is frequently worked opposite the mouth
of the Giche stream, and another at Hodar just below the
mouth of the stream,

Bridges.—There are no bridges at present across the Indus. The
Astor river is crossed about a quarter of a mile above its mouth by a
new suspension bridge, span 172 feet, roadway 7 feet.

The places mentioned as suitable for ferries would probably be

equally so for temporary flying or floating bridges. Were it required
to make a suspension bridge, the narrowest places are at the mouth
of the Shingah Nala and at the Ges plain; the span at the latter
place would be little over 3oo feet, and a bridge could be well pro-
tected by a work above it on the Ges plain,
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Tributaries~The following streams join the Indus 1 this patt;
they are the only ones that contain water all the year round :—

The Astor river, Thalicha, Lechir, Rakhint, Phungatori, Sara.
wunch, Gor stream, Damasal, Jiliper, Shingah, Ganalo, Gonar,
Lechirwai, Bunar, Am Ges, Ke Ges, Gine, Dungah, Thak, Khinargah,
Botogah, and Giche.

With the exception of the Astor river, the largest of these is the
Bunar stream, which always contains about 3 feet of water. The
others are all insignificant streams in winter, easily forded or cr_OSsed
by stepping [rom stone to stone. In summer they rise very rapidly.

Tervitory.—~The country on the right bank of the river from the
Sagasal Nala, 2 miles below Bunji, to the eastern watershed of the
Khinargah, belongs to Gor. Below this it belongs to Chilas as far as
the independent valley of Hodar. On the left bank the Hattu Pir
and ground immediately below. the Astor river belongs to Astor.  The
people of Gor claim the right of grazing in the valleys from
Lechir to Gonar inclusive. Lechirwai and Bunar belong to the
people of the latter. Below Bunar the whole of the left bank to past
Giche belongs to Chilas. (The Thak valley is independent of Chilas,
but the people of the latter have the right of grazing in the lower
part of the valley, the boundary being at a place where the vailey is
very narrow, about 3 miles above its mouth.)

Douglas has also furnished the following report on the river Indus
below Hodar:—

General nature of country.—The general nature of the country
through which the river flows below Hodar, is very similar to that
immediately above. On both banks rocky cliffs alternat